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Bonn voyage: American Vice-President George Bush (left) with Chancellor 


Helmut Kohl In Bonn. Mr Bush travelled on to Paris. (Phot: dpu) 


Both Bush and 
Kohl give 


S Vice-President Georg Bush has 

given a cletır assurance tht the 
United Stites does not propose lo allow 
itself to be decoupled from Europe. 

Spenking in Bonn during his lour of 
Europe, he suid the United Stites lias 
nat the slightest intenlion of going bick 
in uny way on ils security comnmitmenls 
to the Federal Republic. 

These assurances arc important agiinst 
the background of a personal message hy 
President Reugan to Chancellor Kohl in 
which reference is suid lo have bevn made 
to the betlcr relationship between the Un- 
ited States and lhe Soviet Union. 

It clearly follows that cuphoria, and 
in its wake thoughilessness in security 
policy, might follow. Mr Bush wanted to 
dispel any such fears. What he said de- 
serves to be taken seriously. 

The Chancellor made use of Lhe op- 
portunity provided by a joint appear- 
ance in front of US TV cameras to re- 
fute unrcalistic inferences drawn from 
East Ogrman, Jealer Erich necker's 
iie Bopp ie eleh Hprecker's, 

When Herr Kohl talked with Herr 
Honecker he did his best to emphasise 
links shared by people in the Iwo Oer- 
man states. 

He now agreed with Herr Honecker’'s 
assessment, which had been that the (wo 
systems in Germany were as different as 
fire and waler. 

Coming from Chancellor Kohl, this 
sounded surprising. But what he mcanl 
was soon clear when he added: 

“We are part of the free world. There 
is no price thal could persuade us lo 
leave the side of our friends.” 

This reminder was clearly aimed at 
those who invariably see the specire of 
neutralism whenever Bonn tries to coop- 


erate with East Berlin, Bernt Cihe 


(Die Weh, Ronn, | October 1987) 


„.[eheran's regponşe to, 1hg HS raid pn. 


likely to achieve its overriding objective 
in the Gulf. 

Henry Kissinger defined this aim in 
1984 as being that of ensuring that both 
sides, Iran and Iraq, lose the war they 


iq BAVC NOW wiped [or OvET SEVEN yuilrs. 
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1980 because it felt it could pull off a 
swift viclory over its arch-rival Iran, 
which it saw as wenkencd by revolution. 

Teheran has long made good initial 
territorial losses and now demands Sacl- 
dam Hussein's head on a platter, or un- 
conditional Iraqi surrender, as its price 
for peace. . 

Boulh have remorselessly extended 
their ducl to involve innocenl hystan- 
ders. Both pose a threat to the Western 
world's oil supplies, Both pursuc cxpan- 
sionist aims of pld that are not cundu- 
cive to stability in the region. 

Left to its own devices, [raq would 
lose the war. Jt pmounts to no more than 
what The Economist called a “dwarf 
keeping a giant in chancery.” : 

The giant may be motivated by mission- 
ary fervour, but it is neithér blind nor deaf 
to counsels of rational self-interest. 

lt well.knows there is an ever greater 
giant, Amçrica, in the Gulf and it cannot 
be indifferent to being isolated through- 
out the world. 


thé alleged Îranian minelayer fra AJr 

showed how fincly Ayatollah Khomei- 

nis henchmen can tunc their response. 

` Insleal of directly attacking the 
Continued on page 2 
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Uncomfortable three-piece 


the Gulf 


Each superpower is kcenly con- 
cerned to prevent the other from gain- 
ing ground. Neither is interested in irre- 
vocably displeasing Iran, as the region's 
strategic centre, lel alone in driving it 
into the other's arms. 

"These three objectives are hurl ta 
hiırmonise. Anyonc who aims lo defend 
the right of innocent pissagc from the de- 
predatians of aggressors urmcd with mines 
and bombs ough to clo s0 impartially. 

Yet in û single werk Iraqi planes are 
claimed 1o have bombed five tankers, 
including the lrûanian Sfivrat and the 
Cyprus-regislered Coral Capt. 

Baghdad’s interest is self-evident, It 
must prevent the lranians from filling 
their war coffers with petrodollars {0 
huy urgcnıly ncvdcd wenpons, embargo 
or no cmhargo, ill over the world. 

Yet if lhe West gives Iraq i [rec hand 
it is bound to undermine the legilinu- 
tion of its policing role in the Gul. 


put it, of Ihe horse stumpeding the rider 
into an unwanted war. 

The anti-Soviet line of US policy is 
{raughi with prohlems tao. The Soviet 
Union may be on the lookout for the 
main chance in the Gulf and leaning 
first to one side and then to the other. 

Moscow may have supported the 
unanimous UN Sccurity Council resolu- 
tion calling on Iran to ceiuse hostilities — 
while missing no Opportunity Of pillory- 
ing the Western naval presence in the 
Gulf as imperialist machinations. 

Yet unless the superpowers coopcr- 
ate at least tacitly the world will be un- 


Jig-saw in 


E 
Teli 


T™ United Slinles is pursuing (hree 
objectives in (he Persiun Gulf. Each 
is juslified on its own. Together, how- 
ever, lhey sit poorly. 

Americit's first din is, jointly with its ùl- 
lies (lt excluding Bonn, which has gone 


` fo ground), to keep open a much-vauntexl 


vital link for the Western world. 

This link no longer needs l0 be pro- 
tecled from sub-machine guns and hand 
grenades. Todiy's weapons are mines 
and missiles. 

The second objective is taken from 
the cutalogue of classic realpolitik. lt is 
to prevent Ihe victory of [ran, which in 
sheer demographic terms should have 
beaten Iraq long ago. 

But this must not be allowed to hap- 

: اا 
TTT‏ 
uh expansionist power.‏ 

The third objective is geostrategic, and 
as old as the US conımitment in the Per- 
sian Gulf since lhe Sccond World War. 

Despite the latest phase Of cobperia- 
tion in the constant clash between the 
superpowers, anl despite Sovicl “new 
thinking" dand missile disarmament, 
Washinglon and Moscow remain rivals 
in the Middle East, 

Sending in the US marines is in- 
tended not jusl to protect Kuwaili oil 
tankers but lo forestall intervention by 
the Soviet Union, which had previously 
offered Kuwait a similar facility. 


to modernise the siceping Soviet giant, 
The situation is reminiscent of the con- 
ıroversial transition from the revolution 
and war communism to Lenin's New 
Economic Pulicy. ١ 
Modernisation, a revolutionary mo- 
tive force in the process of long-overdue 
sucial and societal change, has again 


` ined" “CPSU general sécretary, 4m “emetged' $’ a ‘tensile tostrand {Fial.of-.. 


strength. 

The sparks are morc and more clearly 
Ilying, showing that the system has 
ground to a halt whilc the reformers 
continue to order full speed ahcad. 

They have achieved their vbjcctive, 
perhaps unwittingly, of reverting 10 
Lenin’s late period and to the evolution- 
ary development of his legacy in the 
years before Stalin's crushing victory. 

Just as in those days, lhe 1920s, rival 
revolutionaries hbursı the bounds of 
Bolshevik fundamentalism, easing the 
reins that held back the proletariat and 
seeking to convince ihe masses by 
means of economic and cultural plural- 
ism, 5o today's reformers are irying lo 
resuscitate ihe idea of competition, 
nipped in the bud by centralised com- 

Continued on page 2 


The struggle in 
the Kremlin 


he seven lean weeks withou Mir 
. khuilt Gorbaçhoy, are _gyer. A sun 


mer but looking a little weary, was in 
Moscow to welcome a French delega- 
ilon after his longest absence [rom the 
Soviet capital since assuming office. 

Neither ‘the food poisoning which, 
Bild-Zeitung claimed he: was siffşring 
from nar speculation by other observers 
have hetn borne out. 

‘The Soviet leader said one reason for 
his prolonged absence was to write a re- 
Port lo mark the 7Ûth anniversary of the 
cial weji myolution. 

. Fricdhe ded both credible and re- 
g, at it underscores the dra- 


absence. 
Infighling has openly broken out 
among the Sovict leadership over how 
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Routes to tour in G 


German roads will get you 
there, say to spas and health 
resorts spread not all over the 
country but along a route 
easily travelled and scenically 
attractive. From Lahnstein, 
opposite Koblenz, the Spa 
Route runs along the wooded 
chain of hills that border the 
Rhine valley. Health cures in 
these resorts are particularly 
successful in dealing with 
rheumatism and 
gynaecological disorders and 
cardiac and circulatory 
complaints. Even if you --- 
haven't enough time to take a 
full course of treatment, you 
ought to take a look at a few 
Pump rooms and sanatoriums. 
In Bad Ems you must not miss 
the historic inn known as ihe 
Wirtshaus an der Lahn. In Bad 
Schwalbach see for yourself 
the magnificent Kursaal. Take 
a walk round the Kurpark in 
Wiesbaden and see the city's 
casino. Elegant Wiesbaden 
dates back to the late 19th 
century Wilhelminian era. 


Visit Germany and let the Spa 
Route be your guide. 


1 Wiesbaden 

2 Schlangenbad 
3 Bad Ems 

4 Bad Schwalbach 


DZT DEUTSCHE ZENTRALE 
FUR TOURISMUS EV 
Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M. 


and affinity ure gradually disintegrating. 
In other words, more and more volers 
base decide on criteria other than habit, 

So it could be said that values are be- 
coming more and not less significant, 
Here, the CD U/CSU have some catching 
up Indo. 

Contrary to what used to be said, 
these parties and their Chancellor have 
allowed activities to be guided by the 
pragmatic dictates of day-to-day politics. 

This, of course, is essential, but it is not 
enough. 

Scandals of the kind in Schleswig-Hol- 
stein threaten lo leave the party lagging 
far helhıind yardsticks demanded by the 
electorate. 

The daily newspaper Nere Zîircher 
Zeitıung,, which is certainly not anti-con- 
servalivê, says tha the “in every way dis- 
repulable affair" may deal 1 severe blow 
to Kohl's reputation. 

It says “Barschel's resignation nıay one 
day prove to hive been a decisive sel- 
back” fur the CDU andl CSU. 

Both parties would be making a great 
mistake if they try to dismiss this scandal 
as just a northern German prohlem. 

They cannot afford to let the FDP as- 
sume the role of the Mr Clean of Poli- 
tices, but must show that they know the 
affair is a serious matter and are willing 
to act. 

They must do more than discuss who 


` made nasty remarks, why the farmers 


have turned their backs onı the conser- 
vative partics and why there is still no 
ban an the wearing of masks at dem- 
onstrations. 

A broader discussion is needed an the 
parties’ public image. The affair in Schles- 
wig-Hoistein could and should play a ma- 


Jor part. Rudolf Grosskopj] 
(Deutsches Allgemeines Sanniagcbiurl, 
Hamhurg, 4 Ocıuher 1987} 


Too many people feel that the govern- 
ment gives with one hand and tikes dway 
with the other. 

For many years the coalition’s promise 
to take a serious look nt the reduction of 
public debi was ils indispuied political 
capilal. Today, the coalition runs the risk 
of gambling this away. 

‘The overalt impression is of hopeless 
discord between the CSU and FDP, the 
CDU and CSU, and betwecn Kohl and 
Strauss. 

Helmut Koh! has never managed to as- 
sert his authority via professional exper- 
tise and thus overcome or defuse the 
conflicts which inevitably arise in every 
coalition. 

On the contrary, {he impression of 
spreading inertia and an attempt by all 
coalition - politicians ta promote their 
own image at the expense of others 
covers up almost everything else. 

This explains why neither the Pershing 
decision nor the successful Deutschland- 
Politik nor Honecker's visit 1o Bonn have 

. .paid off for.Kobl.. .....__ | ا‎ 

The pressure for domestic and foreign 
policy continuity proved greater than 
could be expected following election pro- 
mises. 

By exaggerating the significance of the 
ban on wearing masks at demonstrations 
the FDP has also jammed on the brakes 
in the coalition. 

The number of people disappointed by 
Bonn'’s policies during the Kohl era has 
grown, Many people dislike what politi- 
cal parties have to offer. 

The number of unemployed persons is 
increasing, and for the first time in 20 
years a right-wing extremist has got a seat 
in a state assembly (Bremen). 

So far, thank God, no rabble-rouser has 
appeared to try and soak up the potential 
ofthe disappointed. Adrian Zielcke 

(Sıurtgarter Zeitung, 1 October 1987) 
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prove. However, beyond all procedural 
and tactical considerations, the fairest 
and most just way of clcaning up the poli- 
tical mess in Schleswig-Holsiein would 
be to hold fresh clections, 

The scandal is a further indication of 
how much pulitical parties overestimate 
their significance. 

The Flick affair already revealed their 
extreme inclination to equate themselves 
with the ste and to view ıhe acquisition 
or retention of government power as an 
end in itself. 

Those who delude themselves that ihe 
well-being of society as a whole depends 
on their action ali too readily regard ille- 
gal means of securing essential funds as 
quite legal. 

Although the excesses in Schleswig- 
Holstein are more extreme they are 
equally symptomatic. 

Both Watergate and “Spiegelgate" are 
marked by the sane patterns of thought. 

This touches on the heart of the mat- 
ter: political morals. 

Even the tenth or twenticth political 
scandal should not encourage us to ac- 
cept politics as a field in which greater 
moral laxity exists than in everyday life, 

The particularly applies to the Chris- 
tian Democrats. For reasons of political 
survival they must broach the question of 
morality much more conscientiously than 
they have done so far. 

Opinion pollsters maintain that the 
triulitional structures of political loyalty 


Staying power 
— Kohl’s 
great strength 


substantiul changes to his political objec- 
tives. 

Past experience, therefore, would sug- 
gest that the coalition will be able to push 
through the tax reform package. 

The general impression, however, is of 
a disunited mob rather than an efficient 
governtnent, 

The way in which decisions are taken 
is responsible for the image created by 
Helmut Kohl and his party colleagues, 

The early days of the Kohl “era” were 
marked by the attempt lo obtain an am- 
nesty on donations to political parties 
and the Wörner-Kiessling affair instead 
of the promised fundamental intellectual 
and moral change. 

:—-The.allegations, in. Schlaswig-Holsteln 
havé come at a time when people had 
starled to forgel these embarrassments 
and slip-ups. : 

Politics in Bonn, it would seem, has 
degenerated into tactical manoceuvrings. 
Parties n0 longer try to win the support 
of voters through convincing policies, 
serious discussion ahd plausible direc- 
tives, but by classifying and categorising 
voters according to various “camps”, 

The period since the general election 
in January has been taken up with end- 
lessly long, and in some cases meaning- 
less, coalition negotiations and the dis- 
pute over the inevitable decision for a 
double zero solution and for the removal 
of the Pershing 1A missiles, 

The tax reform package seems unlikely 
to turn into a political success for the 
coalition. . 


machinations exist in circles close to the 
government leader that leader must as- 
sume the political responsibility. 

Compared with English-speaking or 
Scandinavian countries there is still too 
little acceptance in the Federal Republic 
of the extent uf this political responsibility 
und of the fact that this responsibility dif- 
fers substantiilly from the obligations of 
the hend of an authority or compuny. 

The cireumstimces surrounding the first 
publicition of illeguions in the weekly 
news-magazine Der Spiegel may have been 
dubious. 

The magazine's cditurial department 
should have taken more time to investigate 
the role of its controversial informant 
Reiner Pfeiffer, who, after all, was witness 
and culprit in one und the same person. 

Nevertheless, this does not alter the 
fact his allegations have in the meantime 
been confirmed by others. 

Complaining about the activities of 
Der Spiegel and ihe other media is very 
much like blaming the murdered person 
for his murder instead of the murderer. 

Although the method of simply turn- 
ing the tables is a very popular remedy 
for overcoming political scandals it 
seems particularly grotesque in this case. 

Some claim that the Spiegel revelations 
on the eve of the election distorted the 
election outcome, 

Others claim that Pfeiffer’s allegations 
were responsible for the improper elec- 
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Iranian armş m HOME AFFAIRS 


Schleswig-Holstein election scandal 
raises issue of political morality 


The CDU and the Bavarian wing of the 
cunservutive union, the CSU, are in dis- 
pute following a run of bad elections be- 
ginning with the general election in 
January. The CDU sees the middle 
ground as the place where votes can be 
won back. The CSU says this sirategy is 
precisely the wrong one. In this article 
for Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntags- 
blatt, Rudolf Grosskopff looks ut the 
conservative dilemma and how it relales 
to the smcar-canmpaign charges in last 
month's election in Schleswig-Holstein, 
Grosskopff says that political morals lie 
al the hearl of the matter and that, in 
contrast to some other countries, there 
is in Germany too litllc acceptance of 
political responsibility for scandal. 


he meeting between the CDU and 

CSU delegations in the Bonn Chan- 
cellery was merely another demonstration 
of the lack of harmony between the two. 

The search by delegates for common 
ground revealed only that the causes of 
the conflict are cleeper than in any previ- 
ous dispute. 

There is a paradoxical aspect: it is that 
the election performances of the conser- 
vatives are deteriorating at a tine when 
intellectual circles are starting to dis- 
cover the appeal of conservative values. 

The poor showing in the Schleswig-Hol- 
stein election last month when the ruling 
CDU was left in a position to keep power 


tian result. Both claims are impossible 10 


only with the supporl of minority parties, 


Hi Kohl has been Bonn Chancel- 
lor for five years: he might well still 
he Chancellor in another five years. 

Shorlly after ıhe FDP ubandoned the 
SPD-FDP coalition in 1982 to join the 
CDU and CSU, the Social Democrat 
chairman at the time, Willy Brandt, 
warned that Kohl should not be understi- 
mated. 

Since then, almost everyone stems to 
have goı used to Kohl's manner of operi- 
tion. One notable example is Franz Josef 
Strauss, the Bavarian Premier and head 
uf the CSU, who persists in making caus- 
tic remarks about the Chancellor's lead- 
ership qualities. 

Although Kohl has not been able to 
boost his reputation outside his party, he 
has demonstrated astonishing staying 
power. 

Although election defeats may be 
more and more shattering each time Kohl 
remains unperturbed. : 

In spring next year the CDU will prob- 
ably lose its last major bastion, ils abso- 
lute.majority in-Baden-Württemberg......:. 

The dispute over tax reform, the cutl- 
ing of coxts in the health system and the 
reform of the pensions scheme are bound 
to deter voters in Baden-Württemberg. 

But tlle CDU can count on the FDP. 
Sometimes it even seems as if the CDU 
deliberately abandons ground to streng- 
then the FDP, to commit it even more to 
a coalition with the CDU and CSU, and 
thus eliminate rivals. 

Over the last five years Chancellor 
Kohl has demonstrated that he is an un- 
paralleled power-minded politician. 

He has not only understood how to en- 
sure the backing of the CDU, but has also 
pushed through everything he set out to do. 

Whether missile deployment or labour 
law amendments, the decision on Persh- 
ings or Erich Honecker'’s visit: Helmut 
Kohl has not yet been forced to make any 


: loathe Erik 

The clection was accompanied by the 
smear-ciunpaign row in which a former 
member of the CDU campaign team, 
Reiner Pfeiffer, was alleged by Per Spie- 
gel lo have admitted heading an attempt 
te discredit Björn Engholm, thc state 
SPD leader. 

Pftiffer's doings would not have been 
necessary if the CDU had been certain of 
victory. 

Pfeiffer's action was determined by a 
fear of defeat and not by the vindictive 
desires of one individual. 

Ii would be wrong for CDU and CDU 
politicians or conservative journalists to 


dismiss the Pfeiffer scandal as a mere re- 
gional faux pas, 

The public wants a detailed investiga- 
tion into the background of the affair, 


evê TOUgM realfses'tHat the admission - 


of political errors and practical repent- 
ance are themselves regarded as wrong in 
this country. 1 

The CDU and CSU are very hesitant 
in this respect. 

The frantic search for a way out of the 
Parliamentary stalemate in the Schleswig- 
Holstein state assembly in Kiel, where 
the affair has thrown doubt over the fu- 
ture of the CDU government, threatens 
to distract public attention from the scan- 
dal itself, ّ 

Premier Barschel should have resigned 
much earlier’ than he actually did (he 
stepped down on 25 September, The elec- 
tion was on 13 Septémber and the story 
broke a few days before the election.). 

Whether he knew everything. nothing 
or just a few details about Pfeiffer's in- 
trigues is beside the point, If Mafia-style 


bureau 


report denie) 


KielerNachrichtep! 


he Bunn Foreign Office has quid 


London $ 


: Tin was plannir, 
IS urms-procurement bur, 


They 


denied ù report in the 
duy Times that Tehe 


iransfer 


from Loulon to Frankfurt, 


was based on American imtelliy: 


dependent, London, felt 


sources, 
The in 


transfer irom London to Hanmburgı 


Bonn dismissed both ik 


likelier. 


“Out of the question," a Foreign Of 
spokesman said, 

HDP ul arms procurement age 
be a breach of the War We 


Aci. Arms dealing, eva 


Setting 
cy woul 


pons (Control) 


between third countries, is illegal. 

Although these reports are NO mare 
Thin rumotırs, they do cause alarm, Sone 
such Iranian move would come as m 
Beat surprise, 

The Gulf War ıs into its eighth yea 
dand trade ties helween the Federal Re 
Public und iran are none the worse fori 

German firms supply no arms or mii 
tilry equipment la the region, bul arms’ 
Cermin origin are in regular use. 

Made in Germany has a pleasanl ri; 
in the uyalollahis" cars; il has done sist 
well before Foreign Minister Genshe 
sald in July that ira wis thie itggresor 


the Gulf. 


There can be nu question thal Fra 


Turt would, from Teherin’s viewpoint! 


Nt place for an urns pri 
ty. 
an 


government spoken 


ıl votive 
ment facili 
As Bo 


Friedhelm Ost noted, il cannot pus 


vfficiul approval. But wh 


be given 


Iranian buyers simply go undergrw 


cells" to handle put 


leaving loc 
ment activities? 


There coukl be no overlooking the“ 


ign polley danage the Federal Rep’ 
would sutler. Bonn would, for insti 
come into the US line uf fire. 


America has repeutedlly culled at 


UN Security Council for in intermtii 
embargo on urns vuipplics to f@1 
Now it has irlervenecl in he Gui , 
suspiciously monitoring its Nato FF 
ners' loyalty, : 


Washington took som persuading th 


Bisit Law, the 144% Bonn canstitulie 
expressly forbids direc military intert 
tion in the Gulf by the Bundeswehr. 


If ran.were to set up an arms prutt 


ment.ageney, Officially or unofficially, 4 

Germin soil Bunn would have fitle il 
in which to prevent irreparable dan 

being done to the transatlantic alliake 


Rulf 1. Schrittt 


(Kleler Nachrichten. 24 Septemkr 
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trıp regime? The popular front policy of 

“national reconciliation" pursued by the 

present Kabul leader, Mr Najibullah, has 

failed to break the back of resistance and 
can he wrillen ofl. 

No Opposition grotp of any CONsJu= 
ence will be prepared to join i Kibul 
cualilion it which the Communists conii- 
nue to play the leading rale. 

If the Kremlin seriously wants lo ex- 
tricate itself from Alghanisian sun, as 
Foreign Minister Shevardnadze says 
may have to sacrifice both Babrak Kar- 
mal and his alert successor, Najibullal, 

In the full pack used in the Afghanis 
tan gtme there is a joker Mr Gorbuehoy 
is planning to play, to judge by his inter- 
view with the lalian Communist Paty 
newspaper Uniti. 

It is Mohammed Zahir Shah, the lor= 
mer king, who has lived in Rome since he 
was deposed in 1973, 

The 73-year-old ex-monareh, still very 
much alive and well, could be the much- 
needed unifying, conciliitory factor iıs 
head of state for a transitionitl period, 

He might succeed in preserving a mul- 
ti-racial country from drowning in a 
bloodbath of vendettas afler the Soviet 
withdrawal, 

The ex-monarch is a uoboucdly as [ar as 
the fundamentalists wlio Plan lo set up an 
Islamic theocracy along Khomcini lines 
are concerned, but a recent survey his 
shown thal 71 per cent of Afghan refu- 
gees see him as the only conceivable inte- 
grating figure. 

They associate hin with “40 years of 
Peace tnd quiet" during his reign. 

The Soviet Union had no cause tu 
complain of Zahir Sluh's policy of 
friendly Neutrality. He would, moreover, 
ensure hit Afghanistan was not {FAns= 
formed into it hridgchead of Islamic re- 
YOlution on Russia's southern flunk. 

„TH Mir Gorbachov is serious ubout want 
ing tO do his wn COUOLY AK plans: 
A ğo lurn, he will have lo Pky this parti 


cular joker, 
: Joker Caf Ihlau 
SlddHeutsche Zritung, Muurtich, 1 Octuher 1987) 


An old Western legend that millions of 


Suviet ciliîzens are only waiting for more 
civil rights, for solidarity andl for shopfla- 
ur democrucy lo work keenly and with 
redoubled energy has heen shown up for 
what it is, 

“This democrauy is Boing to make peu- 
ple utterly outraged,” people in Chekhov, 
ù small town, told the reformers when 
bus drivers staged a Spontaneous and jus- 
tified strike, 

1 Given this exacerbation of the situa- 
tion it cannot be said to be taking sides 
when one wishes Mir Gorbachgv renewed 
sirength after his leave and assures him 
that ihe West appreciates his position, 

The appalling end of the evolutionary 
phase of modernisation in the 1 920sshowed 
what consequences political weaknesses 
on the part of the reformers and lack of 
understanding anı the part of the West cun 


have, Christian Schmidt-Hliuer 
(Die Zer, Hamburg, 2 October 1987 


2 


W WORLD AFFAIRS 


Face-saving chance for the 
Russians in Afghanistan 


pledge the United States and the Soviet 

Union to guarantee Afghimistan's incle- 

pendence and non-aligned status, 

At the last round of Geneva talks, held 
in September, the twa sides made head- 
way on the fourth document, on which 
views still differ, which is to lay down de- 
tails of the Soviet troop withdrawal. 

Kabul insists on 16 months, whereas 
Islamabad wants ta see the roughly 
120,000 Soviet troops withdrawn from 
Afghanistan in eight months at the latest 
after a peace settlement is signed, 

A compromise that Washington has al- 
ready indicated it would be prepared to 
accept would be a !12-month deadline. 

Splitting the difference might not ap- 
pear to be a particularly overwhelming 
problem, But agreement must first be 
reached on the transitional government 
io be set up in Kabul until the Soviet 

withdrawal, what political make-up il is 
to have and what colours of the political 
spectrum il is to represent. 

The result will show whether the 
Kremlin under Mr Gorbachov's leader- 
ship has changed its targets and not just 
Its tactics. 

Even such hard-nosed puliticians as 
Henry Kissinger and Margaret Thatcher 
took seriously, on recent visits lo Moas- 
cow, the Sovict leader's stated resolved to 
exiricate the Soviet Uniun from Afgha- 
MiSlan us SÛN ils passible, 

This desire is hardly surprising. Oceıı- 
pying Afghanistan costs the Kremlin S3bn 
j 3rpr anl hav en far salen a tall nf 25.) 
Soviet roops killed or wounded, 

Yet what price is the Sovlet leader pre- 
pared to pay lo rid himself of it Is he 
Prepared to accept the collapse of his sa- 


Navy Afir and Kommunist even went 
s0 far as to call for the publication ol 
defence spending figures, 

Back to Lenin also implies back 1o his 
issdciatces later Iiquidated by Stalin, 
men who both harboured grand illu- 
Slons and devised specific ideas on how 
to Irtnsform “the party of civil war into 
the Parly of civil peace," as Bukharin 
putit. 

Those who oppose an open society 
and cling to the tried and trusted clichés 
of the enemy and confrontation Patterns 
of war communism are now warning 
that “people in the West and some in 
our own country are trying to discredit 
the entire course of socialism in the So- 
viet Union,” to quote Yegor Ligachav. 

Mr Gorbachov's adversaries bencfit 
from lhe fact that much of the popula- 
ton is opposed to modernisation be- 


cause it requires higher Ouput and lower 
consumption, : 


ا ب ججج 


sets clear bounds 


٤ to underwater terror, 
Last but not least, 


there is the big stick to 
States resorted when it 
caught Iranian minelayers in the acl. 

These moves increase the cost of fur- 
ther minelaying operations, But they 
will be of little use as long as Iraq, pro- 
tected by Western flotillas, is allowed to 
continue bombing tankers, 

That is unlikely to make Teheran 
0 od to compromise, 

, Or, EOr that matter, does jt 
vital link with the Western mh: 


safer, Josef. 
osef Joffe 
(Sliddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 
30 September 19%7) 


: which the United 


Continued from page 1 


“Great Satan" aş threatened, the Irani- 
ans merely laid a fresh minefield in the 
Gulf — off the cost of Dubai. 
„Teheran is not prepared to entirely 
Ignore the consensus that has taken 
shape against Iran at the UN, 

1 It follows that the West, in conjunc- 
tion with Moscow, has three useful in- 
struments to offer. 

The first is multilateral diplomacy. 
Even a half-hearted arms embargo un- 
der UN auspices is better than none in 
that it at least sounds a signal. 

Systematic mineswceping by the 
Western powers is a second signal thal 


Te world's conscience quickly tires. 
It doesn't want to be reminded of ihe 
fate of ill-treated Afghanistan. 

The latest session of the UN General 
Assembly is certain to Produce the usual 
rhetoric of accusation, including a reso- 
lution approved by an Overwhelming ma- 
jority calling for the withdrawal of Soviet 
iroops and self-determination for the 
Afghan people, 

These are no morc than ritual protests. 
The bombing, killing and dying in the 
Hindukush continue and will soon enter 
their ninth year, 

The bloodshed is unlikely to stop un- 
less the superpowers, flushed with the 
sutccess of their missile agreement, were 
seriously to set abort banning regional 
conflicts, 

Political arrangements could wel! be 
made for Angola and Cambodia — and 
Afghanistan, on which covert consult- 
ations between Washington tind Moscow 
have evidently made furiher headway 
than is overtly admitted, 

In Geneva, where delegations from Pa- 
kistan and the Kabul reginte have been 
negotiating since June 1982, three docu- 
ments forming pari of an “integrated 
overall solution" are ready for signing. 

Thas: snnmmir Daleicran nan.1 A fnhanie- 
1an to reciprocal non-intervention (which 
should cul off the resistance fighters’ 
lines of supply), arrange for the return of 
over five million: Afghan refugees and 


The Kremlin 


Continued from page 1 
munist administration, by openly ac- 
knowledging social conflicts. 

In the process they have run the risk of 
conflict in their own ranks and may even 
be said inexorably 10 have causecl lo it. 

Just as left-wing Bolsheviks saw mod- 
eration in the class Struggle as a new form 
of capitalism and fought the private sec- 
tor of the economy as a betrayal of perm- 
anent revolution, so Mr Gorbachov’s 

pressute for modernisation has led to an 
e among the Kremlin leaders. 

S It mainly a mere struggle for ower? 
Or is a wall built round tali ا‎ 
being demolished and a measure of plu- 
ralism being introduced? 
- .Public opinion is wielding influence ön 
Soclety, as in the 1920s, and not the 
transmission belt of Party instructions. 

The existence of views opposed to the 
policy advocated by the leadership is 
openly acknowledged, Informal groups 
have béen allowed to take shape along- 
side official bodies. 

Following public appearances by Rus- 
sian chauvirist associations such as the 
Pamyat movement, left-wing citizens’ 
movements styling themselves “socialist 
clubs" were recently allowed to hold a 
conference, their first in 50 years, at 
which they called for improvements in 
social supplies, 

And even .though consefvative mem- 
bers of the politbureau have issutd open 
warnings to refofm-oriented newşpapers, 
the papers have maintained their policy 
of glasnost, or openness. 


After leaving the intclligence service 
dnd setting up the Ebenhausen foundla- 
tion he disliked referring to his previous 
uctivilies for fcar that some might re- 
gùrd the institute as a mere extension olf 
the Federal Intelligence Service. 

To hegin with, a former villa belong- 
ing to a textiles industrialist on a sec- 
luded park estate housed the fuunda- 
tion's facilities, 

A library annexe was added, followeul 
by a research wing and then a confer- 
ence building with g canteen. 

Klaus Ritter must have often felt like 
Laocoon in his struggle with the serpent 
of bureaucracy in Bonn and Munich. 

Two Gobelins from the House of Sa- 
voyen decorate the stairwell, onc depicting 
Iwo knights in armour and the other Ar- 
iadne and Theseus, an allegory to the rela- 
tionship belween science and politics. 

Ritter elucidates the deeper mcaning: 
“The task of science is to help politics 
find its way out of the labyrinth in which 
it repeatedly gets lost.” 

The nmount of research material in 
1he institute increased as the institute 
expanded. 

Gone are the days of the Hunmıboll1 
card index systenı, Over L 35,000 litera- 
ture references and 10,000 factual ref- 
erences are now computer~filed. 

There are now 110 research posts At 
the institute. In addition, there are regu- 
larly between 20 and 3Û guests: post- 
graduate trainees, scholarship holders 
and research professors, 

Ritter managed to obtain the highest 
security authorisalions for many col- 
leagues, in some cases the highest clear- 
ance level "Atomal", 

He insisted that “we can only advise 
the government properly if we are on ùn 
equal footing. This means: an identical 
level of information," 


series, 

Its assessments are consulted hy yov- 
ernment agenclcs, parliamentary part” 
ies, research institules and ceclitorial de- 
partments. 

During the past 25 ycars the insli* 
tutes 12 workgroups have compilecl 
more than 1,000 studics. 

At least a quarter of these concen- 
trated on security policy topics, the rest 
of general East-West questions, interna- 
tional economic problems and develnp- 
ments outside of Europe. 

The experts from the Eberıhausen in- 
stitute are much sought-after speakers 
for scientific congresses. 

They are impartial in both ideological 
and party-palitical terms, pluralism be- 
ing the operative word. 

Ritter was brought up in what used to 
be called the "Qermanr educated classes". 

His father was a theologian, one uncle 
a specialist in Middle Eastern and 
oriental studies and another the histori 
an Gerhard Ritter. 


Philipp Mealanchton is.one of this pro-.. . 


testant family's most prominent ancestors: 
Although his parents opposed the Nazis 
he was in uniform for eight years. 

Even before Stalingrad a Baltic offi- 
cer warned him that the war was already 
lost. Ritter knew many members of the 
German resistance, including Stauffen- 
berg, Merz, Stieff and von dem Bussche. 

In 1944 his regimental comrade Ri- 
chard von Weizsëicker told him that 
there was “something in the air”. 

On the day of the assassination at» 
tempt on Hitler (20 July) Rilter was en- 
gaged in defensive military action on the 
Baltic Sworbe peninsula. 

Although he knew that everything 
was at stake in Berlin he also realised 
that he had to keep or fighting to get his 
troops out of the Russian encirclement. 

Continued on page 12 
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Ww PERSPECTIVE 


Think-tank’s 25 years of 


‘opening intellectual doors’ 


interested in left-wing or right-wing, the 
main thing is that the subjecı matter is of 
a high standard." 

A further surprising phenomenon is 
that the institute has never been the vic- 
tim of a press mud-slinging campaign. 

As Rinker points out: "In 25 years 
we've never been in Der Spiegel", 

The first politicians to become menı- 
bers of the foundation's council were 
Kurt Birrenhach, Thomas Dchler and 
Herbert Wehner (they were later joined 
by Helmut Schmidt). 

The foundation committee also in- 
cluded Werner Heisenberg, Georg 
Picht, Carl-Friedrich von Wcizsacker, 
Hellmut Becker and Theodor Schieder. 

They helped ensure that the founda- 
tion steered clear of party-political con- 
straints, The foundation's rescarch in- 
stitute still assumes sole responsibility 
for its research activities, 

Only five to ten per cent of its activil- 
ies are commissioned by the Federal 
Chancellery, the Bonn Foreign Office 
and the Bonn Defence Ministry. 

The rest is independent albeit poli- 


tics-related research, even though nine _ 


tenths of the institute's funds (total bud- 
get in 1987: roughly DM11m plus be- 
tween DM!Im and DM1.5m “outside 
funds") is provided by the budget of the 
Federal Chancellery. 

Right from its inception the institute 
has pursued an overriding goal. 
The ndministration, Ritter argued, 


,„ thinks for lly: jhe. .ا‎ 


۴ 

lic consensus and often become bogged 
down in their own simplifying slogans; 
the media try to promote greater public 
awareness of existing problems and exert 
an influence on power structures; and the 
scientific community would like to be 
viewed as a Gol of truth. 

What is missing is an element which 
does not fight for cerlain views, but 
which tries to make it clear what is at 
stake and what is ncedecl, that is, an ele- 
ment which provides perspectives. 

Henry Kissinger and Professor Arnold 
Wolfers strongly urged Ritter in America 
in 1960 to create such an element “in or- 
der to overcome the Humboldtian detach- 
ment from power and bridge the gap be- 
tween scierıce and politics." 

Many experts in the Federal Republic 
of Germany had similar ideas, for exam- 
ple, Wilhelm Cornides at the Gesells- 
chaft fiir Auswdrtige Politik, the political 
sciences doyen in Freiburg, Arnold 
Bergstrãsser, and politicians from var- 
ious parties. 


«The Cold War was.coming to an end;. 


Kennedy and Khrushchev drew up the 
first arms control agreements; the first 
detente stimuli emanated from Gerhard 
Schröder's “politics of movement” and 
the Nato's Harmel Report. 

Ritter's Science and Politics Foundation 
was set up during this period — initially as 
a private-law foundation in 1962 and then 
as a research institution in 1965, 

Klaus Ritter was the institute's direc- 
tor right from the start. 

Before he became an active-service 
officer Ritter had set up the department 
in the Wehrmacht's Supreme Command 
responsible for analysing the strength 
and state of the Soviet armed forces, 

After obtaining his doctorate he be- 
came a member of Gehlen's intelligence 
service and head of the service's depart 
ment for political evaluation. : 


The Science and Politics Foundation 
in Ebenhausen — İjıis idea, his institu” 
tion and his lifework ¬ was set up 25 
years ago. 

The commemoration of this anniver- 
sary is one of lhe rare uccasions onl 
which Ritter has moved out ofthe wings 
andl into the limelight of public interest, 

Ritter and his institute are almost bet” 
Ler known internationally than in Ger- 
many itself. 

lt has workecl together with the Rand 
Corporation in Santa Monica, the Lon” 
don Institute of Strategic Studies and 
the Moscow Institute for International 
Economics and Politics, 

Quietly but insistently Ritter voices 
the interests and positions of Germany 
at international panel discussions, in 
sludly groups and seminars. He is a con- 
tact for many international foreign and 
security policy experts. 

In the world of the think tankş which 
provide political decision-makers with the 
information they need, Ritter has esta- 
blished a research institute of high renown. 
His advice and his fellow researchers are 
held in high esteem in Bonn. 

The strange thing is that, although the 
institute has often adopted controver- 
sial stances during the past 25 years, it 
has never been accused of party-politi- 
cal bias. 

“We're not indifferent when it comes 
to subject matter," Ritter explains. “But 
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It is 25 years since a think-tank called 
Srifrung Wisseuschaft und Polltik (Sci- 
ence and Politics Foundation} was esta- 
blished. Its task is (o provide informıa- 
flon and ideas for others to develop and 
act on. Between 5 and 10 per cent of its 
commissions come from the Chancel- 
lor'y Office, ihe Forcign Office and the 
Ministry of Defence. It is consulted by 
government agencics, political parties, 
research institutes nnd the media, lt has 
110 research posts and between 20 and 
30 posts for guest researchers. The in- 
stitute is a contact for international ex- 
perts on security and political matters. 
It has produced more than 1,000 re- 
ports on topics such as securily issucs, 
Eas(-West questions and International 
economic problems. Klaus Ritter, 68, İs 
more than just its head: it was his idea 
und has become his life's work, which 
he describes as “pushing open intecllec- 
{ual doors.” This article about the foun- 
datlon and the man behind it is by Theo 
Sommer, edilor of Dile Zelt. 


ew would guess that the head of the 
Science and Politics Foundation in 
Ebenhausen, Klaus Ritter, is ulmusl (9. 
He is still as erect 4nd lean as the 
young infantry captain who returned 
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Which way do we go now? The SPD 
collects ideas for a new manifesto 


sense of behaviour, figures of Speech 
une patlerns of thouglt. 

ln Third World countries, in conlrast, 

primitive capitis! conditions ag de 
serihed hy Fricdrich Engels in the mid. 
19th century mainly continued beenuse 
they lacked the democratic framework 
which alone mitde possible 4 solution o 
social issuvs, 

Herr von Weizsicker sees ASpCCIS: 
unemployment in this context xı 
Many proposals to eliminate unentpl 
ment foundered, he said, on the al 
ment thit if they were implemented th. 
would make German products less cor 
petitive in the world market. 

In the world market welfare states be: 
haved as though they were nothing but 
competitors — and rivals who tended fo 
“batlen down the hatches." Worldwide 
instability could ensue, with. corre 
sponding repervussions for the rich 


he Sucial Democrits arc in he pro ¥ POLITICS 
uf lrawing up û mijor policy 
uisal. They are sounding out d 
wide body of apinion and will presenı 
Ihe results to an exlrnurlinury party 
canfereuce nUxXL yer, 

Members of the public, irrespective 
of party-political affiliation, have heen 
invited to Lake part in the tlebate. 


“Thre mere projection of existing con- 
ditions is no longer enough to reveal the 
shape of things to come. Only by change 
will weê be able to take into the future 
what we feel to be worth maintaining 
and preserving." 

Herr Eppler said thal was a task 
framed in diamelrical opposition {o the 


prevailed," he said. "That is the problem 
of today's SPD. The crisis faced hy the 
party is a consequence of its historic 
victory." 

Herr von Weizsğcker illustrated tltis 
assertion with a flashback to the history 
of liberalism. 

When liberal principles began to pre“ 


festo. 

In 1959 the SPD had been able to en- 
visage the future as a slightly modified 
projection of existing conditions. 

Once the idea of carrying on as be- 


aints outlined in the Godesberg mani- 


Abuut 15U people from all walks of 
public life will scrutinise the UJrafl 
which, once it is firiıliscdl, will replace 
the party's 195% Godesberg manifesto 
{when it was decided to abandon ihe 
aim of stale ownership of industry). 

The party leader, Hans-Jochen Vog- 
el, explains the breadth of involvement 
in the task by saying that “it would be 
arrogant nnd foolish not to use the crea” 
1ive potential of the country." 

He says a reforming party such as the 
SPD nus! be measured much more than 
conservative parties by its manifesto. 


from the war in 1945. 

He has retained the keen pensiveness‏ أ 
of the law student in Marburg who‏ 
wrote his doctoral thesis on natural law‏ 
and legal positivism.‏ 

And he is still spurred on by the same 
intellectual nervousness of the Harvard 
scholarship holder who, tutored by 


countrius. 
Courage 


Herr von Weizsdcker would like to 
seC MlOIU COUNAAC, 4 More driumatie 


Henry Kissinger, pursued his inclina- 
tion to translate fundamental! and intel- 
lectual ideas into workable forms. 
Although he is an unfamiliar figure to 
the West German public his country 


owes him a great deal. we are parly-politically neutral. I'm not 


Politics at first hand 


Detailed and objective Information Is what you need if you are 
to hold your own on politics and world affairs: facts on which 
to base your own political viewpoint. 
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Country 


Professlon 


portrayal ol these circumstances inda 
comlribuliun towurd workl uwarenest 
ofthe wellare-stale principle. 

He [eels domestic unemployment is 
due in pûrt (0 conditions in many 
‘Uhircl World countrics. 

10 tS CIOS fo sopliue nuclear jw" 
er by alternative energy soturees er 
von Welzsiickor, a distinguished nu 
lear physicist, called on the SPD £ 
start by calling for u (lraslic increase 
energy prices — even (hough motorist 
might not like the ideu. 

Jobano Strasser, u member olf I 
SPD’'s manilesto commission, and 
grid Skarpelis-Sperk, û4 Bavarian Sf 
member of the Bundestag, were 
most emphatic opponvnts of his thet 
of the victory of the Social Democrat 
principle. 

They argued that issues of socialjS' 
tice and distribution of power had 101 
by any means, yel been solved. Td 
unionists complained of a lack u أ کا‎ 
arity. 

Herr von Weizsiicker sald he W»% 
prepared to agree thot shortcomiInfs 
existed in these seclors. . 

But the smal! print of a manifesi0 
that is expected to combine “fearles® 
ness" and “utopian courage” wilh prac 
ticahle proposals seems sure t0 PIO 
vile subject matter for discusslon far 
heyond the bounds of this initial MY 
nich platform debate. 

Professor Richard Löwenıhal, a fe . 
low-member of the SPD", manifesl® 
commission, secs Herr Eppler's ¢ 
for unsparing analysis us “a risk of 4% 
picting the dangers of vur age t00 1% 
tally and 4o fuelling the fires of hoff 
lessness,” 

The threat must not appear 10 
greater than the solutions a manilt® 
has to offer. 

Herr Eppler argues that prec 
ceived optimism borders on 1€ 0 
look held by CDU leader Hele 
Kohl, who "feels the world is in o 2 
simply because he has become h2 


cellor." Rolf Link enheil 7 
(Stuugurter Zeliung, 19 Septembef 


vail, conservatives took up and en’ 
dorsed liberal demands. 

In taking up the liberal legacy they 
had accelerated the demise of the liberal 
movement. 

The Social Democrats had undergone 
a similar course of events, he said, once 
they realised that welfare state ubjec- 
tives could only be achieved in a parlia- 
mentary democracy. 

In conjunction with the capitalist hu- 
siness community conservative parties 
had also endorsed this principle. 

The victory of the welfure-stnte 
principle in the industrialised world, 
Weizsiicker said, had swept Social Dem- 
ocrals in these countries into the throes 
of 1 crisis by making il more difficult for 
them to find voters. 

Classic problems had been solved, 
hut not pressing issues of economics, 
ecology and forcign affairs in the sha= 
dow of the nuclear threat or, for thn 
malicr, of cullure in the comprehensive 


fore had been realised to amount to a 
blindness to reality, the party must 
redefine its intentions no matter how 
staunchly it might stand by Godesberg 
fundamentals. A manifesto must be 
As a former mayor of Munich, lhe “sufficiently fearless to motivate people 
Bavarian capital, the SPD leader is un- ~ yet remain firmly rooted in reality." 


able to resist the temptation to take n Herr Eppler felt the most difficult 


Taking a swipe 


verbal swipe at the CSU, which has [ask was probably that of “linking the 


pole of utopia with the pole of everyday 
political practice." 

Herr von Weizsãcker felt this was all 
true, “word for word." If it were realised 
in detail a new manifesto on this basis 
could count on his “emphatic approval." 

He summarised the difficulties the 
SPD is experiencing in gaining sufficient 


reigned supreme in Bavaria for 30 
years. 

He said! “Whether the CSU even has 
a manifesto is a question most CSU 
members will be unable t0 answer off“ 
hand," 

The fundamental platform dehate was 
managed by Erhard Eppler, deputy chair- 


nan of the SPD's manifesto commission, electoral support despite enıbracing 
and Carl Friedrich von Weizsicker, the principles acknowledged to be right, 
scientist and philosopher. putting them in a nutshell that was as 

Herr von Weizsicker, invited lv com- emphatically approved by some ment- 


bers of the nudience as it was rejected 
hv arhers ٤ 
“The Sucial Democratic principle has 


ment as a nonr~party critic, was initially 
in full aprrement with the tener Herr 


Eppler extrapolated from the draft: 


Former Bonn envoy in Moscow 
sceptical about glasnost 


But Suvict policy was unchanged in 
Afghanistan, Africa and Central Amcri- 
ca, and Moscow had na intention of 
really substantial improvements in rel- 
ations with Bonn, 

Federal President Richard von 
Weizsãcker had been hosted in Moscow 
"correctly, but not ir a winsome manner." 

Herr Kasil felt Mr Gromyko had lost 
all influence on Soviet foreign policy, 
but as an old bureaucrat he felt in his 
element as chairman of the presidium of 
the Supreme Soviet, or head of state, 

He had more respect Mr Gromyko's 
successor as Foreign Minister, Mr She- 
vardnadze, 

Mr Shevardnadze had pored over the 
files obsessively so that he had been sur- 
prisingly quick to emerge as a fully- 
fledged Foreign Minister. 

Herr Kastl was guarded in his answer 
to lhe query whether the Soviet Union 
could be lent any qutside assistance in 
its process of restructuring, The oppor- 
tunities were strictly limited. 

He said Mr Gorbachov must not only 
be taken at his word, as Bonn Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher re- 
commended; he must also be measured 
by the yardstick of his actions. 

It was too early yet to do so. He for one 
wished the Soviet leader all the best in his 
bid to make the Soviet Union a more hu- 
mane and more reliable partner. 

(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
für Deutschland, 25 September-!987) 


Jt was a colonial cmpire with un- 
solved national minority problems, 
wherens China was ethnically :much 
more uniform. 

Unlike China, il had to bear its satel- 
ites in mind, and it had spent “twice as 
long as China in the communist strait- 
jacket.” 

Last but not least, there was powerful 
tension in the Soviet Union between a 
domestic cultural inferiority complex 
and an external sense of mission. “The 
Chinese belleve less and are stronger on 
action,” he said, 


He was even more sceptical aboul the 
policy of glasnost, or purported open- 
ness. It was nothing more than a dema- 
gogic means of achieving the strategic 
target of shaking up the lethargic masses 
in the Soviet Union. 1 

Truth continued to be strictly ra- 
tioned, Herr Kastl warned about "new 
thinking" in Soviet foreign policy. 

It might, he said, be the new style of 
Soviet diplomacy, but the classic dual 
strategy by which class struggle, and the 
struggle for peace were seen as links in a 
chain had not been abandoned. 

Soviet foreign policy was conducted 
in a much suaver manner. Soviet diplo- 
mats no longer said “nyet." . 

Soviet foreign policy was ready for 
closer ties with the European Commun- 
ity, it canvassed for an Asian security 
conference and it was “knocking at the 
gateway to Gatt." 2 


lasnost, the Soviet policy of open- 

ness, İx merely a demagogic way of 
ırying lo shake out the lethargy froın the 
mass of the Soviet people, says a former 
Bonn ambassador to Moscow. 

Jörg Kast told a meeting of the Kurt 
Schumncher Foundation that truth in 
the Soviet Union. was still a rationed 
commodity. 

The Soviet Unian faced bigger handi- 
caps to reform (han China, he said. Chi- 
na was ethically more uniform, it had no 
satellite countries and had been under 
Communist rule for only half the time 
Russia had. 

The Soviet Union wanted closer ties 
with the European Community, but its 
policy was unchanged in Afghanistan, 


3 


a 


SanrA 


lgemeie 1 


Africa and Central America and it did 
not want substantial improvements in 
relations with Bonn. 

Herr Kastl, who returned from Mos- 
caw earlier {his year, dealt widely With 
“restructuring,” or perestroika, int ‘the 
Soviet Union. e : 

He felt nothing more had yel been ac- 
complished than a start to technical, as 
opposed to structural, reforms — and 
the going was slow. ر‎ 

In addition to resistance within the 
Soviet Ulnion, especially by incompe- 
tent managerial cadres whom Mir Gorb- 
achov feels “lack the desire to learn how 
to work,” Herr Kastl referred to fiandi- 
caps that are less frequently mentioned. 

The Soviet Union, he said, waş much 

more strongly handicapped than Com- 
munist China in tackling reforms. 
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O nce there were 53,000 men cmploy- 
ed in 22 mines in Essen. Now there 
are no mines, When the last colliery 
closed, a final 1,100 miners were made 
redundant. 

High hopes were placed on the capac- 
ity of high tech to provide alternative em- 
ployment, ard 250 jobs have been creal- 
ed at great expense in a highly subsidised 


Wl THE WORKFORCE 


the IMF and the World Bank high and 
dry. 

In theory quotas are subject lo re- 
view at least every five years to bring 
them into tine with international econ- 
omic growth, the pace of which has, ir- 
cidentally, declined. 


Wl FINANCE 
High tech no solution to unemployment What everyone’s whipping boy, the IMF, 


from closed mines and steelworks 


Growth in the Federal Republic af 
Germany was a mere 0.8 per cent in 
the second quarter of 1987, but Ger- 
many trailed other, comparable coun- 
trics where growth rates ranged irom 
2.4 to four per cent, 

Washinglon can promptly remind 


can do — and what it can’t 


Unemployment | 


Clouds over world’s economy 


Balance of 
trade 


In $bn 


taff at the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) are monetary and credit 
experts. Some are probably bureauc- 
rats. Their main role is helping others 
and fixing others' mistakes. 


ably be scrapped, but Whether that wl 
be enough to prevent strplus UUIDUÎ aû 
OPCFHINE lasses tenmairıs to he sten. 
Whatever happen Tlaingen will hy 
saddled with serious social Pruhlems 
ds will many other steel 


plate and sectional steel. That is why 
there can be no real hope of setting up 
new production facilities on the site of 
disused steelworks. 

What could possibly be manufactured 
there that is not already manufactured at 


Essen technology centre. 

But none of the new jobs are likely to 
be suitable for ex-miners. lt is much the 
same for unemployed stcelworkers, 
mostly semi-skilled — certainly not in Es- 
sen or within commuting distance. 


[ iti i Bonn that it ought to be doing more to 
: 0 : ing ne ا‎ he towns in the IMF officials are not in a position to lA hd. ۱ doing more lo 
n o ii, Position in the Ruhr, and it 2 including nearly 35,000 in Germany. The e TE RE 0 1 8 Third World boost growth, but even though grow 
is much the E in the Saar, in northern lepen a Programme of closures can anly hope to al ewl E ب‎ submit ready solutions of the world's r Weten naliona e E ETE 
Bavaria, in Lorraine, Luxembourg, the 1۷ 1 0 0 0 1 8 a Work if Brussels specifics for yers tu ا‎ 1 cil Provisions a economic woes to the joint annual meet- dependent states would dearly like, for 
Liege basin in Belgium, in ftaly and in j temipHiE TERE buy heir Bomes in fe ut how much steel eucl work, Mule For coal and steel reclundancits, ing of the IMF and the World Bank. 


obvious reasons, to draw on the Fund. 

In the 1950s little call was made on 
IMF resources, which were then for a 
while so readily accessible that they 
were overused to defend fixed but un- 
realistic exchange rates, transforming 
the IMF into an international inflation 
machinc. 

This role was particularly encou- 
raged by the introduction of special 
drawing rights, an artificial interna- 
tional currency launched in L970. 

Money was first printed on a grand 
scale but the machine has now been 
largely switched off, arguably too 
abruptly and certainly at an inconve- 
nient juncture. 

Additional SDRs on a scale the IMF 
might like will definitely not be created 
in Washington. 

The SDR has emerged as the main 
IMF unit of account, its value based on 
a basket of five currencies, the dollar, 
the deutschemark, sterling, the French 
franc and the yen. 

The 1MF is not 4 supra-governmen- 


Credit facilities have, for instance, 
been provided to bankroll buffer stocks 
of tin, cocoa, rubber and sugar. Finan- 
cial assistance is also lent in cases whtere 
export earnings are structurally hit, and 
these are just two instances. 

Yet in both cases terms are indispens- 
able, and they are unpopular, which is 
why governments are fond of casting the 
IMF as the scapegoat, at least for dom- 
estic consumption, especially as it is lo- 
cated in Washington, D.C., the capital 


operalions but aims mainly at eliminat- 
ing the causes of balance-of-payments 
difficulties and thereby at ensuring that 
loans are repaid. 

Thai brings us to the IMF's terms, 
which have come in for such trenchant 
criticism. They are anything but rigid 
and inflexible. They are subject to 
change, and so they ought to be. 

The Fund has been known to respond 
to structural changes in the internation- 
al economy. 


The 151-member IMF may be criti- 
cised, especially by developing coun- 
tries, for its lough credit terms, but cri- 
tics musl remember what the IMF is 
supposed to do, what its role is and 
what role it on no account ought to play. 

Louk at what happened in 1929, 
when countries, including the industria- 
lised world, infected each other with the 
toxic bacillus of tariff barriers as their 
foreign exchange reserves were steadily 
depleted. 

In those days there was no interna- 
tional body with an auxiliary role such 
as the IMF's, so to avoid any repetition 
of lhe bitter consequences and to lead 
the world out of the Depression men 
such as Keynes hit on the idea of setting 
up the two Bretton Woods organis- 
ations, the IMF and the World Bank. 

But that was later, in 1944, shortly 
before the end of the war, A country 
that ran into balance-of-payments diffi- 
culties was never again to be forced to 
close its borders entirely to imports. 

So the IMF is not a development aid 
institution. It stages temporary relief 


ihe Feldeal Republie and uther cop 
tries, Dut money ilone Mocs no1 solver 
Problems faced by i SU-year-uld ır 
or stvelworker wilo iç suddenly thr 
Out of work. 

Much more consideration must Deg 
en to how io meaningfully employ ther 
dnd ther, younger People out of work 
Luxembourg has launched a programmt 
ihat has similarities with the Prewiır pul 
lie works schemes, 

ÛU is reminiscent of public works, tha 
is all. Ht i Yuluntity, an option. and no! 
compuhkuty. 

Legislation woul! probably ned 
MMCNdiME to Introduce similar schentes in 
Geınimy. but thi uught surly lo be the 
leit uf problems. 

Such popiammes cust muney, but in 
hoardruuns and executive allices discus 
sion bias heen under way for months on 
Who can and ought to contribute hos 
much toward schemes of this kind. 

The trio uf experts can but be wished 
good luck. Their Germim predeceston, 
dppuinled in 1983, creed it stir with 
their concentration and rationalisation 


SH: Produce, 

Production quatas are ta be freely ne- 
gotinled, and without irksome govern- 
ment intervention. That may make it eiıs- 
ier to finance closures and redundancy 
Payment schemes, but the free trade in 
quotas cannot guarantee there will hê no 
surplus to requirements, 

Thyssen, for instance, has two boiler 
plate works. For years demand has, to 
sAy tlhe least, been slack for heuvy, or 
hoiler plate. Both works ire deep in dehı. 

One works, in Hattingen, is ıo be shut 
down, axing 2,800 jobs. The ulwr, in 
Duisburg, will benefit, as wilt irs 2350 
Payroll. 

One production cupacily will undeni- 


term safeguards for miners’ johs in the 
Ruhr ùre nat preferable — and fairer 
than financing cven higher unemploy- 


ment. 
Oil is sure not to sStiy 

as it is for ever. Besides 

case i0 be made out 


s inexpensive 
is there nol iı 
for the argument 


the Ruhr. They are now unsaleable, and 
mortgage payments have to be met. 

Others, especially miners, have for 
generations enjoyed the privilege of pep- 
Percorn rents based on generous housing 
subsidies. Tlıen there are those who 
argue that work ought to be provided 
where people live, This odd idea stands 
in sirange contrast to the facts of life 
siıce Adam and Eve. People have always 
felt moving to where the jubs were was a 
matter of course, 

A trio of experts has heen commis- 
sioned by the European Community to 
work out how neurly 30 million tonnes of 
steel pruduction capicily can best be 
shut down — with the loss of 80,000 jobs. 


French steel towns. 

Al are areas where billions in taxpay- 
ers’ moncy has been ploughed into com- 
panies that would otherwise be stony 
hroke ¬ and their staff out of work. 

The situation in the sicel industry is no 
better than it is down the mines. Coal and 
steel are long in the tooth and no longer 
sufficiently innovative to create a de- 
mand far surplus output. 

There once was a time when chemicals 
refined from coal seemed sure Io be a 
Erowth industry. It was swamped by inex- 
pensive oil 30 years ago. 

New grade of steel are constantly he- 
ing developed, but they do nol compens- 
ale for the decline in turnover of boiler 


Minister warns of danger of 
coal production cuts 


ann 1 abour Minister nnd North 


1f 1 d4 that th ii ۲ city of capilalism. 1 in د‎ 
1 : ne were imnased, power ulilities at the competitive aspect o enerpy proposals, but ne ot them. و‎ i ان‎ 1 : 
Rhine-Westphalian CDU leader feel their longterm coınniitments would alternatives isuverrated? Virtually mnsu} ¢ fınanviıl prob asmuch as the capitalist countries do in- which Western commercial banks can 
Norbert Bliim has sent the Lend Premi- bein jeopardy. 


fob off ıhe risk uf Third Worl suver- 
cign debts either, 

The banks would dearly like to hive 
off this risk, but it must remain their 
own. 

Unwillingly and contrary to the in- 
tentions of its [founding fathers, the 
IMF has, however, assıuned the role of 
moderator in coping with the debt cri- 
sis, which private trading in bills and 
paper can no longcr handle. 

The IMF's intermecliary role may 
parily relieve the burden, but hard-hit 
debtor countries are unlikely to grow 
more solvent as a result. 

Import quotas may then have to be 
imposed after all, arguably a rerun of 
1929. All efforts would then have been 
f Rane Franz Thoma 

(Sûüddeutsche Zeliung., 
Munich, 26 September 1987) 


based international monetary syslenı 
‘‘Tonte™the Second World Warwas- 


maintain fixed exchange rates, a pro- 
vision that had to be abandoned in 
spring 1973. 

In 1978 the reality of flexible ex- 
change rates was legalised by an IMF 
that today has 151 members, includ- 
ing all leading Western industrialised 
countries except Switzerland, 

The joint annual meeting of the 
IMF ard the World Bank has just 
been held in Washington, D.C. 

. Next year's meeting, a gathering of 
economic and financial policymakers 
and international financiers; will be 
held in Berlin (West). 
(Stuttgarter Zeitung, 24 September 1987 ) 


deed control the IMF, Voting righis 
correspond to the paid-up quotas held 
by member-countries, plus periodic in- 
creases in IMF capital. 

The industrialised countries are the 
main quota-holders. Because of the 
serious financial problems of so many, 
especially cleveloping, countries the 
IMF is understandably keen to increase 
its quotas yet again. 

They were last increased at the end of 
March from 6 | billion SDRs to 90 billi- 
on, the SDR, or special drawing righl, 
being equivalent to $1.29 or DM2.34. 

It was doubtful at the time of writing 
whether an increase would be agreed in 
Washington this time round. The US 
budget deficit does not encourage the 
United States to ` replenish IMF or 
World Bank funds. 0 

America used to be much more gen- 
erous, but nowadays il tends to leave 


--“Background:.- 


ness of commercial banks and public- 
seclor creditors to maintain or extend 
existing credit commitments. 

As debtor countries often have to 
fulfil strict conditions before the IMF 
will bale them out the fund is often 
criticised as an international econom- 
ic policy policeman. 

In the past five years it bas been 
successful in negotiating debt resche- 
duling terms to avert the catastrophe 
of a major debtor, such as Brazil or 
Mexico, defaulting. 

The IMF was set up in 1944 at the 
Bretton Woods conference with the 
initial aim of establishing a widely- 
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Germany view the world? 


You will find the answers to these questions 
in DIE WELT, Germany's independent 


What is happening İn 
? How does 


national qdality and economic daily 
newspaper. 


les were one hianlicup, with samc sled 
cunıpinies lecp in deh1, Corporate cepe 
ism was another, 

IF the German steel “moderntors" hat 
heen more sucessful 1 Tew Years a 
nuntheor of problems, ut least in Cernmim 
could have now been solved more realb 
unl in û more humane manner. 

FErmst Rerens 
Suddcuehr Zeitung, Sumit 
34 September Jh 


Several thousand OTV members 
work in the atomic CnCTEyY ind power 
utility industrics, so the unions exe 
tive wis callecl on l0 Pursue iclivt Ê: 
works and joh training policies 10 
Sure that structural change does M0l 
bring unnecessary hardship on them. 

Priority must be given to continu 
employment by their exiting employer 
or in other sectors of the energy industry. 

Energy supplies withouı nuclear power 
by the tbrn of thê.centery would he hot 
feasible and create new juby, according 0 . 


oul loss of either economic, ecological or 
technolagical substance bul, as 
Economic Affairs Minister Reimut le 
chimsen noted, there is no wide-rangit 
social consensus on the issue. 

So he felt a transitional arrangemêî 
might, subject to certain conditions, ¥ 
tolerable, 3 

He made it clear there could be ® 
question ûf a Land going it alone in ph 
ing out nuelear power. The idea had be 
mooted but was ruled out on legal 
political grounds. h. 

It would, in any case, not be in Noh: 
Rhine-Westphalia’ interest as an ene 
centre. dpalrir 

(Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 26 September 198° 


E 


If cost was the unly consideration, 
Franer wih its low-cost atomic Cuergy 
wuukl be the world champion power exo 
porter. 

It isn't. Brainpower is definitely more 
inporiant than inexpensive eleciric 
power. U is badly needed to help solve 
Ciermuny's eal prohlems, 

Josef Rothe 
IKulner StadI-Anzeiget, 
Culagnc, M Seplembvr HOR7) 


Union demands 
phase out of 
nuclear power 


Ale energy should only be used 
for a transitional period as a means 
of generating power, says the national 
executive nf rv, the public service 


Soon as possible,” It did not say how 
long the transitional period should be, 
The OTV is the second-largest union 
in the DGB, Germany's trades union 
confederation. Its general secretary, 
Monika Wulf-Mathies, said at the end 
of July that she felt the 10-year period 
agreed by the SPD at its 1986 Nurem- 
Berg party conference was unrealistic, 
The union calls strongly policy 
changes to accelerate nuclear-free ener- 
BY. In coordination with the DGB and 
Its member-unions a “political offen- 
sive" is to be launched to ensure that 
political and entrepreneurial decisions 


are taken without delay on the union's 
demands. 


Gg OOO 


They are committed to buying fixed 


quantities of German coal until 1995, 
but if their subsidies are 
see no alternative [o reducing the 
ameunt of German coal they buy. 


teduced they 


That would not only breach the pres- 


nl contract ancl bring a number af pits 
lo the brink of ruin, li woul! 
Pardise any prospert af further arrange 
ments beyond [9Y4, 


itso jen- 


The utilities see no Possibility of in- 


prices they charge consum- 


IG Bergbau, the miners" union, fcels 


has found a solution to the dilemma. 
i5 


ment to curb nuclear 
coal-fired power output, 


Proposal is a transitional arrange- 
power and step up 


The union is opposed to a swift shut- 


down of nuclear Power stations because 
it sees a combination of low-cost atomic 


Power utilities are. opposed to the 


idea because it would increase costs. 
The Christian Democrats, at least in 
North Rhine-Westphalia, feel it is a fine 
idea, 


It is sure to have been raised at a 5 


October meeting in Bonn to discuss the 
coal situation. 


Supporters of atomic energy seem 


sure to have to agree to a compromise 
of some kind now the .latest Prognos 
forecast on the consequences of a nuc- 
lear power 
the wind out of their sails, 


phaseout has taken some of 


Understandably attractive though the 


idea Oof low-cost electric Power may be, 
one is bound to wonder whether short- 


creasing the 
ers, They face n threat of Cuirprice elee- 
tric power imports from France, and 
German industry is already charged 


higher rates than compctilors celse- 
where. 


CIS an unusual open lelter warning them 
against any further cutbacks in German 
coal output. 

In the Ruhr alone cuts already neces- 
sitalecl by declining sales will inevitably 
mean more short time and thousands of 
ıniners out of work, 

This adjustment, Herr Bliim wrote, 
was proving difficult as it was, Any fur- 
ther cuts would run the risk of "Jisturb- 
ing the social peace." He called on the 
Linderto Jemonstrale solidarity. 

The German mining industry badly 
needs it, Since oil prices plummeted 
mining coal has ceased to be profitable, 
which is, frankly, hardly surprising. 

Mining coal several hundred metres 
underground a1 a high cost in terms of 
manpower and materials cannot possi- 
bly be as inexpensive as oi] gushing 
from a well or brown coal mined open- 
cast by bucketwheel dredgers, 

The figures tell a plain tale. Imported 
coal currently costs DM8S to DM100 
Per tonne, as against the price nearly 
three times higher thal is paid for Ger- 


over. 

energy and high-cost coal-fired power: and transport workers” union, a report commissioned by thé Lard gO” he IMF lends funds of its own. ma „jJ ihe terms of the IMF agreement 
man power station coal. as the only way to avert disaster for the Non-nuclear methods of electricity ernment of North Rhine-Westphalia. its behaviour influences the readi- ° members initially undertook to 
Coal-fired power stations can only a- mining industry. generation should be introduced “as The changeover could be made will 

ford to. buy German coa} because Ger- 


man electricity consumers 
e to cover the cast, 

€ proceeds of this surcharge ga, used 
to subsidise the cost of Gê با‎ 
bringing it down to a level at which it can 
compete with oll or imported coal. 

Lower oil prices have widened the 
gap and made even higher subsldies ne- 
cessary. Linder such as Bavaria or Low-, 
er Saxony, which have no coalfields of 
their own, are no longer prepared to. 
play ball. . 

Neither is Bonn Economic Affairs 
Minister Martin Bangemann. He envi- 
sages setting a ceiling to this subsidy ar- 
rangement, 


Pay a special 
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As for Gorleben, no-one is now pre- 
pared to commiı himscif. 1992 was the 
uriginal deadline, but after drilling diffi- 
culties there was mention last ycar of 
1993. Afier last Mays pit acvident ù 
further delay’ of a1 leas a year can be ex- 
pected. 

Yet by the mid-1990s at ihe latest the 
Federal Republic will have 1o dispose of 
radioactive waste (rom the reprucessing 
of spent German fucl rods in France. 

Arnulf Matting of the Environment 
Ministry, where he is in chargc of nuc- 
lear waste disposal, sees no cause for 
alarm. 

Even if the worsi came 10 lhe worst 
and Gorleben were to prove unsuitable 
as an underground dump, surface sio- 
rage could easily tide over a further de- 
cade. 

Yet even he admits ıhat the problem 
must not be taken too casily, especially 
as no-one Jct knows far sure what waste 
will be shipped back in which form from 
France. 

The 1979 regulations make no provi- 
sion for surface storage of radioactive 
wasie as a final solution. 

Manfred Popp, formcrly' of the Bonn 
Rescarch Ministry anid now state sccre- 
tary at (he Hesse Environment Ministry 
in Wiesbaden. says “relying solely on 
longer-term intermediate storage” is no 
solution — and would constitute a 
breach of the statutory provisions. 

Thal makes Environment Minisier 
Klaus Töpfer's insistence on Gorleben's 
suilability as a final repository all the 
more doubtful, especially as drilling and 
test runs have yet to be completed. 

Besides, doubts as to the f[ormation's 
suitability are gaining ground. Kiel geol- 
ogisi Klaus Duphorn published new 
findings only a few weeks ago including 


what was learnt from the pit accident 


Professor Duphorn, an undisputed 
expert, arrives at the conclusion that: 

“In my experi opinion doubts as to 
the suitability of Gorleben have grown 
so sirong thal the most sensible decision 
would be to abandon the project imme- 
diately and check alternative locations.” 

Instead of salt formations he favours 
granite deposils in southern Germany. 

Professor Töpfer will bear nothing of 
this idea,. and for good reasons. Aban- 
doament of Gorleben could havc far- 
reaching consequences. 

It would knock deadlines into a 
cocked hat, for a start. Facilities could 
definitely to longer be completed, as re- 
quired, by the end of the century. 

it would, then be most doubtful 
whether permission to operate German 
nuclear power stations would stand up 
in court if challenged on the basis of the 
1979 waste disposal regulations. 


Wolfgang Hofmann 
(Die Zciı, Hamburg, 25 Septcmber 1987) 


Demonstrators at Wackeradorf site inst yesr. 


(Photo: WalIgang M. Weber) 


Lots of rhetorical fallout over what 
to do with radioactive rubbish 


Bonn Environment Minisiry expects 
German fuel clements 10 continue to 
need processing abroad ‘regardless of 
Wackersdorf. 

No-one can be sure whether France, 
which handles most of the processing at 
present, wil still be able to do so in the 
mid-1990s. 

lı may well have no surplus capacity, 
given the rate at which France is press- 
ing ahead with ils own atomic encrgy 
programme. 

Reprocessing alone is not enough to 
provide statutory proof of radioactive 
waste disposal. Progress must also ‘be 
apparent in construction of intermcdi- 
ate and final storage facilitics. 

Yet at present anything is clearer 
than whether and when intermediate 
storage facilities will be available. A 
central intermediate facility in Gorleben 
has been built but permission to operate 
it has been challenged in court and there 
is no way of knowing which way the 
court will rule. 

A second iniermediate facilily is 
planned in Ahaus, Westphalia, bul con- 
struclion work: has been halted by a 
cour order. Ahaus was originally to 
have been completed in 1985, Gorleben 
in 1986. 

Completion deadlines has always 
heen treated in a cavalier fashion. If it 
were laken seriously, German nuclear 
Power stations would all have long had 
10 be shut down because radivaclive 


-ther-peHEA-OFUF-O FE FEAFS? FREFWHF =° ا‎ 


storage facilities arc nol nceded until 
the mid-1990s, But Carsten Salander, a 
direclor ofl DWK, the nuclear fuel re- 
processing agency, admits that: “Availa- 
bility of external storage [acitities would 
already be most useful” 

The “cooling-off" basins in a number 
of older nuclear. power stations are full 
to the brim. 

As for final storage, thal is even less 
assured than the intermediate varicly, 
with 1wo sites envisaged: Gorlcben and 
a disused mine near Satzgilier. 

Low-grade waste is to be stored down 
the Salzgitter iron ore mine. lt makes up 
roughly 95 per cent of the total. 

High-grade waste is to be dumped in 
the Gorleben salt deposits. 

Two years ago Professor Helmut 
Rötheneycr, head of the Federal Physi- 
cal-Technical Research Establishment 
in Brunswick, said the Salzgitter mine 
could defînitely be taken into service by 

1989. The latest deadlinc is 1991. 


stations have been run in the Federal 
Republic of Germany and clsewhere 
without anyone knowing for sure where 
the waste was to be dumped. 

The only basis for running nuclear 
power statiuns, including disposal of the 


waste they produce, continues lo be no 


more than a plan, 

Planning permission has continued 1o 
be given for building new nuclear power 
stations, but solely on the basis of a fur- 
ther fiction: the assumption by Federal 
and Land governments that radioactive 
waste disposal is assured. 

On paper it is, or has been since 
waste disposal regulations were agreed 
by the Federal and Lard governments 
in 1979, 

The overriding principle of the 1979 
regulations is that: “Safely assured nuc- 
lear power station waste disposal is an 
indispensable prerequisite for the fur- 
ther use and further, limited enlarge- 
ment of nuclear power facilities.” 

The plan provides for spent fuel rods 
first to be stored for several years in 
special “cooling-of™" basins at nuclear 
pawer stations until such time as they 
are cool enough to he transported. 

They are Ihen to be shipped to central 
inwrmeulime storage [ncillics for a fur- 


then be cither recycled in a nuclear fuel 
processing plant or dumped. 

Repracessing is planned in Wackers- 
darf, Bavaria, and final storage in the 
Gorleben salı depusils on the border 
with East Germany, on the Elbe in Low- 
er Saxony. 

This plan itself in no way proves that 
waste disposil is safely assured. So ihe 
authorities have resoricd tn a makeshift 
arrangement. 

Disposal is deemed lo be assured if 
spent fuel rods can he processed abroad 
until such time as Wackersdor! is in op- 
eration. 

Conlractual arrangements with Bri- 
tain and France thus ensure nuclear 
waste disposal into the 1 990s, while dis- 
posal in Germany is deemed to be as- 
sured if progress is clearly made on im- 
plementing domestic plans. 

In other words, work on intermediate 
storage facilities, on the processing 
plant and on the final storage facility 
must show clear 
` signs-~of.* progress... 
indicating they 
should all be oper- 
ational by the late 
1990s. Yet proven 
progress has been 
elusive — unlike 
setbacks. The only 
promising signs, 
despite delays, 
have been at Wack- 
ersdorf. Wackers- 
dorf is-under con- 
struction and 
ought, if work con- 
tinues at the pres- 
ent rate, to be com- 

pleted by 1996. 
Even then the 
country will be in a 
tight corner. The 


WwW ENERGY POLITICS 


he latest round of the nuclcar- 

wasie-disposal debate began in May 
when in probes of the Gorlehen salt de- 
posits a shaft collapsed, killing a miner. 

Critics of the entire scheme were sup- 
plied with yet another reason for casting 
doubts on the suitability of the salt for- 
mations as a final repository for radi- 
oactive rubbish. 

In mid-July opponents of atomic en- 
ergy were given a further hoatt hy re- 
purts that Klaus Barthelt, bourd chair- 
man of nuclear power station manufac- 
turers Kraftwerk Union, had wondered, 
on a visit to China, whether German 
nuclear waste might not best be dumped 
in the Gobi Desert. 

Hardly had this idea been aired but 
KWU spokesman Laszlo Menzel had to 
backtrack. 

China, he said, had noted that in pay- 
ment for iınporls il could supply nuclear 
fuel, especially uranium, andl recycle 

4 spent fuel rods. 

The Chinese were not interestecl in 
disposing of radioactive waste. 

On second reading this denial turns out 
to be nothing of the sort. If China is willing 
to accept spent fuel rods for reprocessing, 
then Germany will be rid of its nuclear 
waste, at least for the time being. 

Spent fuel rods contain the very nuc- 
lear waste about which no-one yet 
knows for sure where and when it will 
find a safe and final resting place. 

KWU's denial is irrelevanl for an- 


other reason. Two. years, azo the China, 
`“ ROEIEEE EREY METS tee 


of intent with threc German firms, Al- 
fred Hempel KG, Nukem and Trans- 
nuklear. 


No one knows 


The Çhinese agreed “to accept fuel 
elements from West European nucleur 
power stations for final disposal in the 
People's Republic of China.” 

Nukem’s Jörg Pompetzki confirmed a 
few days after the KWU denial thal “ne- 
gotiations are still in progress even 
though they are proving extremely pro- 
tracted,” : 

The German nuclear industry keen to 
dispose of radioactive waste overseas 
because no-one yet knows how to dis- 
pose of nuclear waste from German 
power stations at horme. 

Martin Griüner, parliamentary state 
secretary at the Environment Ministry, 
confirmed this in a recent Bundesta 
QEBARE 7 aera tata 

“As far as we know," he told fellow- 
Free Democrat Burkhard Hirsch, “a 
working final repository for nuclear 
waste does not exist anywhere in the 
world; plans alone exist." 

When Herr Hirsch then asked 
“whether it is not absolutely outrageous 
to imagine, in the circumstances, that 
this world premiere will take place 
down a salt mine of all places” Herr 
Griüner gave him short shrift. 
` “f don"t feel a question of this kind is 
admissible,” he replied, arguing that “we 
have made futther headway in designing 
this final waste dump: than any other 
countries, many of whom produce much 
larger quantities of high-grade radiaac- 
tive waste.” : 

This rejoinder cannot brush aside the 
fact that for 30 years nuclear power 
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US vice-president Qeorge Bush etat 
2 Photo: df. 


ively te work towards the idea of inte 
gration. In fact right now there is a lotal 
soft-soaping taking place in bilateral 
contacts belween EEC preıniecrs, 
Genschter is also of the opinion that a 
European econoniics conference can take 
place. West C ieınııny and Czechoslovakia 
are making û greiıl effort to bring it about, 
The conference lus altracted ils share 
of controversy though, and there are 
duubts ûs to how succesyul it will be, 
Genscher the energetic politician hopes 
not just te «lispel any doubts but alsa lo 
wit West Germany the staging ul it. 
Hans Jürg Setter 
{Itandeclshlatt, Dusscldurl, 
Ht Scpleniber 1447) 


ily of money, the formation of cconumie 
savings aml the annual increase of pro- 
duction and employment. 

Admittedly it takes great political re- 
Sulve to Change ove hom Piulecioin 
to ù policy of liberal foreign rrale. l1 lesil 
ant mesures intretluccd af ù late pliitse ol 
un economic crisiç are loomed to fiilure. . 

AL the recently adopted multilalerl ' 
irade negotiations at the GATT unter . 
ence in Gencva, the Uruguay Round!’ 
and the Unctad the general igreemenl ° 
was that protectionism wars bal, 

Countries that reached for impo 
restrictions against their world trading 
pariners and potential customers wil 
do most damage to themselves, 

This applies not only to developing 
Countries but also to the richer ones. 
These countries are now giving serious 
E EEE HORE 


Or Hans G. Pateramann Is spakesman lor the E" 
fopean bureau of tha World Bank In Paris. 


‘thought to prateciionism's financial 
consequences, 

The price for the after effects would 
have to be paid by the tax payer and the 
consumer, and also the majority manufac” 
lurers entitled to protection or subsidies. 

Maintainance şubsidiés and protec” 


tion measures cannut in the final analy” ..- 


sis stop structural changes from chang” 
ing place. They actually hinder the flexi 
ble entrepreneur from competing fof 
markets with rew products. Investments 
made today for the future - aç is 


`: known - secure the jobs of tomorrow. 


Protectionist measures are therefore 
not only an unsuilabie wuy of creating 
jobs, burt must also be understond 2s" 
main cause of structural unemployment 

In a country like West Germany, wîl 
Owes Its standard of living to its integraliod 
into free world trade, Jomestic economic 
and social partners should more sirong 
than ever perceive their common selfcir 
terest, in order to confront protections 
and to avoid further economic damage. 

Hans G. Petersmann 
(Wirtschaftswoche, Dis: : 
18 September 1987) 


r e او ا‎ 
Tea for two. Herr Genscher (left) and 


talks with a working breakfast in Bonn 


tum via the Wesl European Union. AII 
individual areas should be united under 
a conımon European foreign policy, 
which should then fit into a coherant in- 
terdependent overall Western forcign 
policy, in order to reach the desired ie- 
vel af dynamism and to fruitfully influ 
ence Wesl-East relationships. 

The Foreign Minister recugnises a 
special responsibilty of ıIhe German Pol- 
itik, which in his opinion grew in reputa- 
tion in ast and West, after the Pershing 
1-A decision, in bringing about an inle~ 
grated European forcign policy. 

On 1 January 1988, West Germany 
will take over the presidency of the 
EEC. ‘This phase should be uscd intens- 


Growing appeal 
` Of non-tariff 
barriers 


Through their economic, and in parli- 
cular their Forcign policy, this teuding- 
8roup carries lhe crucial responsibility 
for world-wide economic growth. 

La Jycur prowth of developing coun- 
tries fell from 5.1 t0 2.5 per cent. This was 
probably due to the fall in growth of inclus- 
rial nalions from 4.6 to 2.5 per cenl. 

Although in the next ten years an av+ 
erage growth of around six per ceni 
would be possible for industrial coun- 
tries, it is unlikely, to happen. In view of ` 
the continuing world economic imbal 
ance and protectionist tendencies the 
growth raic is more likely to be about 
2.5 for the industrial natiohs and 4 per 
tent for the developing ones. 

: On this basis, the great world econ- 
omic problems - the international debt 
crisis and increasing unemployment - 
are valikely to be solved. 

But regardless. of world cconomic 
working conditions, every government is 
responsible for it's own economic policy. 

. În this domestic area, apart from poli- 
tical stability, an éfficient infra-struc- 
{arc and a legal and social order friend- 
1y to investors, it's most importanl to 
have free trade with other countries. 

Free trade should consist of reatistic 
and stable exchange Tatês, reasonable 
and regular customs tariffs anl a rejec- 
tion Of non-tariff irade barriers, 

For the past 25 years, the world bank 
has been observing the growing pains of 
41 developing nations. Ht found that the 
countries with the best economic indi- 
calors were those who had bcen more 
involved in foreign trade as opposed to 
Internal trade, and didn't rely on a one 

sided promotion of import substitutes, 

The performance indicators were 
based annual growth figures, the stabil 


Wi TRADE 


Genscher warns about the 
perils of protectionism 


cign policy is behind the Amcriean 
Wesı-East initiative and Genscher will 
ne douht refer to agreements which 
have been made hetween Bonn and Na- 
ta as evidence of Bonn's approval. 

Even such supposed or intentional 
misunderstandings could endanger the 
international convergence of the alli- 
ance. As a result he probably will con- 
scinısly keep an open mind ta see if he 
cannol after all recognize reasons for. 
American unease, and if they might not 
be attributable to the West German gov- 
ernment, 

Genscher will communicate the ur- 
gent necd to dove-tail' Western foreign 
policy with the EEC. 

Jf as planned the European domestic 
market should be realised by 1992, then 
Genscher realises Ihe necessity for fur- 
ther rapprochement in the fields of 
ecunonıics, finance and currency policy. 
Fuotholds which have been made by 
finance ministers in Copenhagen have 
to be carried uver to other fields. 

Genscher leaves one in no doubt tha! 
he would like ı0 see more cooperalion 
int the area of technology, whether with- 
in the framework of Eureka or ELC re- 
search programmes, and in the areu of 
security, which should be Biven monmen- 


Bo" Foreign Minister Hans-Die- 

trich Genscher helieves that trade 
has heconte 4 new dimension of foreign 
policy. Trade departments in the diplo- 
matic service are being strengthened. 

Genscher rarely misses a chance lo 
encourage businessmen to take notice 
of detente policy as far as possible. 

He toll a meeting of economists in 
the Swiss alpine centre of Davos earlier 
this ycar that the industrial nations of 
the West now had the opportunity to 
work in cooperation with the economy 
of a changing Sovict Union. 

On his return from the general assem- 
bly of the United Nations in New York, 
he said the positive trends in relations 
hetwcen East and West were not limited 
lo disarmament. 

Genscher values highly the capabilit- 
ies of trade as a trail-blazer of pohticul 
rapprochement. But he also knows thal 
if governınenis step and use trade as a 
taal to achieve a particular end, the re- 
sult can rebound. 

. He warned about the poalitical-trade 
conflict between the United States and 
Eurepe und said that this would handi- 
cap the pragress of momentum of East- 
West relations. And that would be fool- 
ishness of a high order. 

he common fnelors between Ameri- 

cû and Europe could also be damaged 
by protect ionist lendencies in America 
and by the Americans?” high budget defi- 
cil and the weukness of the dollar. 

Genscher made his vicws about the 
protectionist threat known lo Vice-Pre- 
sident George Bush, wlio is touring Eu- 
rupe. 3 5 

This manth Genscher is going ta Am- 
erica, where he is lo address a meeting 
in St Paul, Minnesota. 

The state lies in the heartland of Am- 
erica. Many farming lobbies are calling 
for more protectionism. And Genscher 
will be warning againsi the conse- 
quences of such action. 

He will also take the opportunity to 
reassure Americans about the West 
German attitude to the USA-USSR 
Arms-negotiations. West German for- 


Sire: the worl recession in 1980, more 
and more countries uve found econ- 
omic sanetuary by resorling lo non-tariff 
restrictions such u imporl GUOLAS OF NO. 
lumary reduction agreements. 

„ Much intervention is directed against 
imports from developing countries or 
new industrial stales — above all against 
inports of steel, textiles, ugricullural 
amd clectrical products. 

The fact tlıal the economic costs of this 
“new prulcclionism™ oulwcighs any benef- 
ils, has been known [or a long time. But il 
still remains irresistible lo some. 

The full extent of the danger which 
could arise from this serious develop- 
ment is still being underestimated. This 
has been confirmed recently in various 
studies by the World Bank. 

They concluded that no developing 
country can, in view of today's world 
economic interdependence, withdraw 
from the basic conditions which have 
been established by the big seven lead- 
ing industrial nations. 


The 
worid trade 
. langle 


Exports 1986 
in $bn 
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E FILMS 


Younger directors club together to put 
the flexibility back into rigidity 
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Frankfurt. They obviously fcel that con-= 
tact with the public is important and 
productive. 

They dream of making it into non- 
subsidised cinemas. The muscums and 
cultural facilities, in which they at pres- 
ent mostly play, are supposed to have û 
catalystic effect on their prospects. 

In addilion to that the cooperative 
has to get bigger. Il has to be big enough 
to handle all the angles of the business 
and keep afloat. 

As of yet there is np agreement about 


The Heidelberg school comes to 
show its style in Heidelberg 


the exhibition, on show in a win uf Hei- ine set i 
delberg Castle, possible. E 0 e 
Cordial ties hetween the iwu Heidel newcomers. 4 dis 
bergs were the starting point, particu- tinctive Australian 
larly an illustrated gıtide that prompted school uf painting 


those about whom we are reporting, or‏ ا 
to stories thal we want to tell."‏ 

٠ However truth costs money. Ar«l that 
adds up to subsidies, That particularly 


n 1962 in Oberhausen, 26 young film 
directors, producers and cameramen 


WIRTSCHAFTS-UND FINANZZEFTUNG 
| ETS. pruclaimed war on the old West Ger- 


ho in G curiosity i i L man cinema which was stubbornly re- 1 a 
o in a many has ver heard of e 4 i BOE, Germany, was nof revived un- fusing to give up the ghost. German cin- here in Oberhausen important prepara- what themes they should be OPE, 
Sidney L . Arthur Streeton, berg, A , oS Of painters in Heidel- til after the Second ema they said, “was dead." : tory work has been done, is due to a let alone guidelines abou1 which genre 
Cares Condor ANI Seleh SP Ile or tl afer he Second Y said, “was lay claim to being the reservoir from development with altogether dubious they should take. 


Alexander Kluge, Elgar Reitz and 
Peter Schamuni were among them and 
then relatively unknown. Later they 
would gradually be looked upon as fa- 
thers of the young West German cine- 


or, for that malter, of the 

school of painting? 
Heidelberg, Victoria, of course, Hei- 

delberg, near Melbourne, Australia, and 


where new West German films come. 

In future this claim mighı no longer 
be justified. Its members, who inclucle 
Hark Bohm, Hans W. Gcissendğrfer 
and Wim Wenders, are nut ahle 1o agree 


Heidelberg, near Melbourne, on the 
arra River, wus named after Heidel 
berg, Germany, hy Continental Browne, 


the legendary British migrant Richard 
Henry Browne. 


ee Does the cooperative urgunisation 
unly serve to connect the parily work 
and the distribution of money? H1 would 


seem that films have come about under 


motives. 

The trusteeship of Junger Deutscher 
Film subsidisecl the debuts of Werner 
Herzog or Johannes Schaaf and ulso 


crately taking up 
the reins where the 
Heidelberg school 
had left off. The ex- 


not the German university town a ibiti ‘oh init i 1 ç. whi ften in- 
. nd a hibiti 1 E SE 5 ب اا‎ 3 O,OG to Lhe Munieh initia- intense circumstances, which uften in 
Be resgig setling for The Student 0 tle lites between the Ger- Heldelhera Ger E E YT an acommon vision. ONE NERÎ CS. valve personnel financial risk. So the 
Tince., an an ustralian countryside, and man DMS ا‎ : The enterprise is being threatened hy T : : i [risk be avoided 
گ‎ 2 any, ١ 5 . ther with all the uther promo- queation ol risk cannot be avoided. 
righily so except that he had in mind the RU0: Ihe protagonists ol new Gérman çii boıtle-necks. And Rudolf Oge 1 pre 


Cash question 


An important question is how arc 
they going to keep their heads above 
walter? Will public funds he enough? Do 
they intend lo do less ar1istic bit mre 
financially rcwarding work? 

At presenl {here is no general infor- 
mation availuble. Nicolas Huntbert for 
example declines lo do contract work ù1 
all. Lutz Konermann in contrast takes 
on television now and then. At the mo- 
ment he is working on the soap opeêra 
Linedenstrasse. 

To be in love with the cinema, either 
as main or supporting script-wriler, his 
always been something like the love for 
a half-lost lover. 

This contains no doubt a cerlain 


cultural conservalism, Ww 
strike one at any age. 
Der andere Blick is a ray of hope. 
Gregor Dolzaner 
(Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 
fur Deutschlund, 25 Sepmember, L%R7) 


tion groups, of which in the meanwhile 
the national and state level have became 
by far the most important, they suc- 
ceedecl in creating the foundations for 
petty yuiurreling 1o take place. 

1n (he meantime it has hecume kırown 
that young directors whinge a lut when 
making the rounds for money. Cheques 
are used as paper towels to dry the 
tears. Der andere Blick group is sick of 
the intense individual competitiun 
which produces this sort ofbehavinur. 
The ordeal worsens the more dirccturs 
graduate from the film schools. The sys- 
tem cannot cope with them all. 

The Munich initiative would ideally 
like a company like ıhe film authors 
one. 

In order to get their films known, they 
travelled 1o about 25 German cinemas 
with their film package, In September of 
1986 they offered their second batch. 


on a1 tour of Goethe Institutes 
abroad.{The German equivalent of the 
British Council). 

Afterwurds communal cinema of- 
fered 1 complete show of their work in 


„, url this year. new authors Lurngd 
tHe’ E mı-makers Wen 


financial 
Augslein's takeover in 1¥77, trans- 
formed the society, despite having the 
best intentions, into a quite ordinary 
distribution company. Actually afler the 
recording of the American Orion Pro- 
gramme, German films drifted into a 
minority position. 

With cinemas increasingly wanting to 
show Hollywood's award-winning films 
and new German ones being regarcled 
as being somewhat unmarketable, one 
can see how this dashes more hope. 

The cinemas have become the weak- 
est link in chain of producing, directing, 
releasing and showing, for young film- 
makers. For the Oberhausen generation 
it was exactly the opposite. 

Hollywood is today the decisive op- 
ponent of the independents. Its position 
has become allmighty and her way of 
making films is rigid and inflexible. 

And it's precisely rigigfity of {his kind 

tf #ro0 Ber aidê Bilek 
wishes to turn away from. Mathias Al- 
lary, of Der andere Blick, said. “It's 
most important for us lo avoid just mak- 
ing commercial films," 

“We mus! instead remain truthful {o 


The Great Cheese Conspiracy 
and other children’s tales 


But her self-confidence and imagîna- 
tion makes her dyed-in-the-won! ba- 
chelor uncle nervous. 

As a resull they often end up al eaclı 
others throats. But despile that they 
learn lo come nearer to each other, De- 
spite some formal weaknesses it's a 
must for children’s cinema. 

The absolute favourite of the child- 
rens jury was the the French production 
4m Grofen Weg, which is now in the 
cinemas.,Jt's a story of a shy nine year- 
ûld boy who spends his holidays in the 
countryside, where he at first does not 
feel at home. 

He meets a girl of the same age who is 
a liıtle more “mature." She gets on his 
nerves a lot, His life is made miserable 
by his argumentative hosts, who are re- 
minded by him of their dead child. 

He decides to kill himself and climbs 
to onlo the roof of a church, Before he 
can jump he is rescued, Everything then 
turns out all for the better. 

Apart from the story and the way it 
was made, what impressed the children 
most was the fact that the adults made 
up at the end. 

The jury was impressed enough 1o 
award it the prize, 

Christian Sorg 
(Scuttgarter Zeltung, 25 September 1987) 


ter the war, tries to win the trust of a 
group of gypsies. 

There was a shortage of West Ger- 
man films at this years festival. Only Ha- 
ro Senft, the guru of German children's 
films, turned up with Jakob hinter der 
blauen Tiir (Jacob. behind - the. blue 
door), which is based on a novel of the 
same name by Peter Hãrtling. 

It was a quiet film without much ac- 
tion and as a result did not go down with 
either public or jury. The acting lacked 
conviction. One young girl of the child- 
ren’s jury said there simply was not en- 
ough happening. 

The children’s jury comprised five 
members aged 11 and 12. They were 
more pleased with the Canadian con- 
tribution, Bach and Broccoli. This is a 
fllm which can be called, with a clear 
conscience, a children's film. 

It is full of movement, it is funny 
and psychologically interesting, It's the 
story of an 11-year-old girl, who after 
an accident temporarily lives with her 
uncle after her parents die in a car acci- 
dent. 


1's not easy to define what children's 

films are. Are they films hy children? 
Far children? About children? 

One thing remains quite certuin. 
There were no films by children at the 
13th children's film festival in Frank- 
furt. 

But there were a lot of films by adults 
for and about children. They dealt with 
childhood and childhood experiences. 

There were 14 entries from 12 coun- 
tries. There were, in addition, a retro- 
spective of Red Indian movies, special 
shows and other kinds of children's 
films which were shown at all hours of 
the day. 

The productions were supposed to 
give an overview and broad specırum of 


. international films in the clasgsica] mode, . 


fairytales, school and ghost films and 
eventually even those which were not 
even originally intended for children in 
the first place. 

The broad scope of the festival 
blessed the public with a colourful mix- 
ture in art, genre, content and theme. 

The cartoon film, Die grosse Küse- 
verschwörung (The Great Cheese Con- 
spiracy) or the East German contribu- 
tion, Das Schuigespenst (The School 
Ghost) were highly amusing. 

Sweden's Seppar was a different kind 
of film. It dealt with problems of the un- 
favourable living conditions of growing 
up in Seppen: 

The Czech production, Wer Angst 
hat, lauft davon (Whoever is afraid runs 
away) was also a gloomy film. It told the 
story of a teacher who, several years af- 


“that tfê mı 


cma are now within thiı second cinema 
culture, which originated as a reaction 
to the first one, and have arrived now to 
a certain exlent or else have found 
niches in popular films. 

Toduy, whoever speaks of the new 
German cinemiı. swears thul new direc- 
tors only huve it nıarginally better. 

Sure they have the possibility of gett- 
ing patronage from the former rebels. 
But it's a difficult thing to merge two 
generations of rebels. The alder one is 
likely to kill off the younger. 

Because of the stifling influence of older 
directors, Mathias Allary. Nico Hoffmann, 


Nicolas Humbert, Lutz Konermann, 
Werner Penzel, Jan Schütte and Christian 
Wagner, all independent film-makers 


founded a new film distribution company 
in the autumn of 1985, It was called Der 
andere Blick (The Other View). 

The new company has shown 10 of its 


ven had had together to show what they 
can Jo. Up to this point in time, they 
had been known more or less to a small 
audience on the fringe festival circuit. 

They believe that their films can offer 
lhe public the kind of experience that it 
is hungry for something fresh, someth- 
ing which looks at things from a differ- 
ent point of view, “They want films who 
draw on the imaginalion for intensity, 
and 1o have the courage to take risks 
and believe in ones own ability. 


No coincidence 


“Qur films don't owe their existence to 
coincidence and it shouldn't be left to 
coincidence whether they are to be 
shown,” 

Admittedly this explanation does not 
have the range of the Oberhausen mani- 
testo. The urgency of the young Munich 
directors - only one is above 30 - is above 
ûl to” ğét Théî?  garëers' off “the: ground. 
Nevertheless they express an uneasiness 
which goes beyond individual interests 
and the usual artistic whining. 

Der andere Blick is also a symptom of 
the difficulty in getting films shown. It 
shows how the situation really is for new 
independent directors. If they are not 
prepared to comply to the usual stand- 
ards, then television often remains the 
only taker. 

At the television studios they end up 
often working in little experimental 
playgrounds, 

Admittedly the cinema is seen by some 
directors as a workshop for films which 
will later be shown on television anyway. 
But this has probably to do with the finan- 
cial strength of television itself. 

In 1971, Filmverlag der Autoren 
e Filmstudio of Authors) was 

nded. Up to row it has been able to 


films in. the Maxim, cinema jn. Municl\ 
- TRIE WAE Tie LST OB POTTOIY thE 


Richmond, Australla. Oll on Canvas 
(Photo: Catalog 

The show also features the Heide 
berg school's Predecessors and succes. 
Sors, starting with the culonis/ pain- 
ters, such as Nichols Cheralier Ew , 
Ben von Guérard, whose work is cleat 
ly inspired by the Romantir movemen 
They include a pathetically burnin 
bush tue by Ciucrard and work bı 
Continued on page 13 


g#eumeltrical shapes to form an uored 
worl, ù colourful adventure {ull o 
Magic poetry. 

The spheres and circles, spiral neb 
id blinking spots in Leonard 
%5 BAlactie lındscupes are like 
SIST uictully WuuglH-uut mols kep 
under ratiotal control, 

That docs them ne hir al all Tr: 
ber of paintings may lick I 
nd carefree candour or the sec 
CY ol nucturngl activity thut were cha 
icterislic of the first graffiti artists. 1 

Yvt enough leeway remains in whi) 
to appreciate the constant contradic’ 
between unCertiin ait ind repine 
tife. 

An dmuzing feature of nearly 1l 
works on show, mast uf them in lat 
formats, is a suvereign vense of form.» 


Mok 


evidenced hy the blue splinters in Lor 
nie Murrow's “Crystal Phase" and ihe 
exciting figures sprayed hy Lee Qur 
none. 

Quinune'’s "Chilklren uf the Nigh’ 
two young women reflccted in cur head 


lights against ù background of illuminat . 


cd skyscraper windows is une of ¥ 

mast striking works in lhe show, with is 
blurred outlines and prevailing blues 

violets and greens, 

The colours throughout are fumiliar, 3 
are the objects. Yet tiken out of conteal 
they are also strangely unaccustomed. 

Reassuringly, visitors who [ake in 3 
e n force with their deliberate 

gBfraled draughtsmanship will sent 4 
touch of genuine emotion ey can ready 
follow cven though they may not find 
way back entirely unmoved. i 

Even the occasional exhibits that 
ry less conviction suddenly seem jus 1 

€d, considering that neither art nor 
would be bearable for long were it 
for their failings and failures. 
Alfred Huber 
(Mannheimer Morgen, |9 September 1987 


Spring-time 1888, 
Charles Conder, 1888. 


eve 
though he has never heard of the 8 


loaned by ihe 
Melbourne, with 


The paintings are 
insured for DM I 5m, 
A walk round it con- 
stantly confronts the 
visitor with paintings 
that look strangely familiar 


tist. 


He will sense the extraordinary niı- 
ture of an exhibition thal is unique, the 


first af its kind in Europe. 

Most exhibits were 
National Gallery, 
some frum Sydney and Canberra. 


Oden- 


Harz in north Germany, not the 
wald, near Heidelberg, 


Painters from Melbourne joined for- 
ces for summer camps in idyllic Heidel- 
berg, painting in the open, like the 
Impressionists, and capturing 
On Canvas the distinctive features of the 


French 


Australian kındscape. 


In the mid-I vh century Melbourne 
centre uf iin Australian 
Heidelberg school flour- 
1 end of the century, In 
the early years uf the 201l century i 


had been the 
gold rush. The 
ished toward the 


Impulsive gestures and galactic 
landscapes out of a spraycan 


ficement uf public Property andl they 
iced stiff penalties, But it soon becime 
graffiti art, 

But before il did, New Yurk's munici- 
PAl administration and the transport au- 
thorities took clrastic action. 

Special Buard-dog squads were 
ind barbed-wire 
10 protect rolling 
ings. 

Between 1972 


hired 
emplacements set up 
stock in sheds anl sid- 


aml 1077 the pulice 
made over LSU0 arrests. ‘Ihe ek 
Beneration of graffiti urtists has long 
surfaced from illegality, 

Hi works in studios nnd on different 
surfaces, retaining only the spraycan as 
û Miciùns of artistic expression. 

A representative exhibition of their 
Work can now be scen at the Wilhelm 
Hack Museum in Ludwigshafen. 

The colour is nothing if not brilliant 
So much so thal much work by the non 
eaux Sattvages pales in comparison. 

lt is usually spread dynamically ac- 
Fuss the surface available, as in the 
large-format Work of Anthony Clark 
wilh its whirls of colour, blues and reds, 


` Yellows and greens. 


Colours mix dramatically, then sub- 


. Sİde into more peaceful sections. Stars 


burst and alternate with script, slabs of 
rp ares and 
lines, combining to convey the impres- 
slon of a visionary frenzy. 

: The Prevailing impression is one of 
motion, of currents flowing and thunder 
bolting, of long-tailed shapes zooming 
seeking dialogue 


with short strokes and longer, almost 


By no means all the graffiti artists on 


€ lo, for instance 
styles himself Rammellzee, bE 


,„ Colour; . sharply ‘contoured 


„ Across .the surface, 


. Ornamental patterns, 


N: York graffiti artists Were muinly 
slum youngsters, often from black 
ghettos, armed with û spraycan lo Je- 
fuce the subway with. 
They borrowed f 
wanted, from pop 
vertising molifs, 
They sprayed their protests in often 
1. brighl colours amid the grey, drab 
everyday life of the public. 
Their handiwork was officially de- 


rom wherever they 
Art, comics and ad- 


1984, 
(Photo: Catalogue) 


school was estab- 
lished about a century ago, Some of iis 


the colonial 


Spraypaint on danvas, 


The Heidelberg 


leading members were Australian-born, 
Their predecessors, 
painters, were [raincd in Europe — in 


Düsseldorf or in Switzerland, for in- 
stance. 


They taught their Students what the 
had learnt in Europe, but the Hearts 


CS arkenl on new departures of their 


They parled company with Europe, 
academic tradition and sct abou! 0 
ing directly and genuinely to terms with 


the light and landscapes of the fifth con- 
tinent, 


Exhibiting work by the Heid 

1 elbery 
school in j oidelberg, Germany, might 
secm an obhviaus idea. But i asi 
said than done, EE 

IN DAHHINES torin PAF OI Australi x 
national heritage and have Reve jel 
been allowed out of the country. 

It took the combined Powers of pers- 
uasion of Reinhold Zunclcl, the E 
of Heidelberg, Ludwig Fischer, hend of 
the municipal arts deparlment, and 
Hans Gercke, curator af the Heidelberg 


Kunsivérein, to arrange far the loan. 


They owe a specinl debt of 1 
gratitude 
t0 Patriek McCaughey, Jireelur of the 


Gallery, for making 


Viclorin National 


She won't love me, 
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Cancer scare 


Continued from page 12 


Lund authorities that enforce thc tyre 
regulalions. 1 

Canti immediately applied for ex- 
empuion orders for 1hecir works. But 
Lund officials dre not enlirely clear 
who is responsible. 

Hesse, says Dr Walter of the Wies- 
baden Welfare Ministry, has yct to is- 
sue general insiructions. 1 

Dr Wille says Conii will be locking 
into the problem next year. The com” 
pany does no1 have enough specialist 
staff to do so immediately. 

A number of rubber manufacturers 
are biding their time: and turning a 
blind eye to the position, It is, he says, 
still in a state of flux. 

Hugo Hayn of Conti's Korbach 
works simply says; “Without nitrosa- 
mines tyre manufaclurers would have 
to shut down production tomorrow. 

Leading research chemists with 
Conti say they should be able to take 
the edge off the problem in the next 
two to threc years. 1 

Laboratory trials and experimenls 
make them feel confident the critical 
additives will be largely superfluous 
before long. 1 

German Rubber Industry Associa- 
tion research projects have been 
launched with this aim in view. 

“But it is clear that nitrosamines will 
not vanish entirely," Hayn says, Other- 
wise product quality would plummet. 

Works councils are being bom- 
barded with enquiries from anxious 
workmates. 

"Are the workers worried?" repeats 
a works councillor who specialises in 
industrial safety. 

“How wuuld you feclif you suddenly 


i-— tear ERATYFOTTAU THE CTPERPOSEO™TOT 


years to substances thal cause can- 
cer?" Gtinter Güge 

(Deutsches Allgemeines Sanntugshlart, 

Humhurg. 20 Seplember 1987) 


TRIBUNE 


This eye-surgery mloroscope deve- 
loped at Hanover University Is con- 
trolled by spoken orders Instead of 


foot pedals. Photo: Thomas Deuıschmann) 


whether the patient's sight is safe, 
Once high pressure is diagnosed as a 
first sign of glaucoma, a medical pre- 
scription is usually sufficient to relieve 
the pressure. 

Specialists are now in a position to 
use lasers. Laser trabeculopuncture has 
the advantage of rectifying an obslruec- 
tion to the outflow of fluid from the eye 
without surgery. 

Surgery is, as a rule, most successful, 
being based on microsurgical tech- 
niques. Laser treatment may, in con- 
trast, have to be repeated. 

Eilher way, glaucoma need not mean 
inevitable loss of sight. Ophthalmogists 


wish the public, general practitioners 
Rt OTR KEEP EYE BpEN 
to ensure signs of glaucoma are spotted 
in good time to ensure successful ireat- 
menl. ingeborg Bördlein 
{Die Welt, Bonn, 24 Scptemher 1%87) 


and Walter Withers" sublly illuminated 
landscapes are alse characteristic of 
the Heidelberg sehual, 

. Two rooms feuurce watercolours 
and miniatures of identical motifs 
painted by different artists. There is al- 
so a show of historic photographs. 

A final mention ınust be made of 
contemporary Australian arl, about 
which just as little is known in Ger- 
many. 2 

The youngest contemporary artist 
an show is Peter Booth, 47, with an ap- 
ocalyptic landscape in unpleasant 
shades of yellow that testifies to the 
threat our world faces. 

Arthur Boyd is represented by a 
dramatically glowing bush fire, Russell 
Drysdale by surrealistic work, Sidney 
-Nolan,. who represented: Australia at 
the 1959 Documenta in Kassel, Hans 
Heysen by work in the Heidelberg tra” 
dition bul arguably not up to the orig- 
inal standard and Fred Williams by 
radically reduced eucalyptus trees. 

` Between them they are a limited but 
possibly representative cross-section 
of contemporary Australian painting. 

An excellent bilingual catalogue 
deals at length with the Heidelberg 
school, its antecedents and its succes- 
sors. ۰ 1 

It is lavishly illustrated, contains a 
useful bibliography and is the first-ev- 
er German-laiguage publication on 
Australian art. 

The catalogue heightens the exhibi- 
tion's cultural history dimension. 

Heide Seele 

(Handelsblatt, Disseldnıf, I1 September 1987) 


Heidelberg 


Continued from page 10 


Abram Louis Buvelot and Thomas 
Clark, both of whom, were influential 
open-air painters in mid-19th century 
Australia. 

Yet visitors will be mainly interested 
in the Heidelberg school, which in- 
cluded two women, Clara Southern 
and Jane Sutherland, among its ranks. 

Like their male colleagues, they 
clearly set great store by finely emotive 
colours, 

Romanticism still played an essen- 
tial part in their work, as did the narra- 
tive aspect and the portrayal of every- 
day life. 


. „From High. Noon to Moonrise. is .. 


McCaughey's characterisation of the 
range covered:.from the glowing heat 
of summer to genlle moonlight, .both of 
which may be viewed figuratively loo. 

Melancholy and the somewhat mor- 
bid mood of the “blue hour,” a dim-twi- 
light, is typical of a number of exhibits, 
such as the work‘of David Davies, who 
had a soft spot for rainy landscapes, 
used a subdued colour range and was 
arguably the most modern painter of 
the Heidelberg school. 

The narrative component of work by 
a school that had no real intention of 
setting out in a new direction in art is 
best embodied in the work of Tom Ro- 
berts, whose painting of Thunderbolt 
1he robber takes up the tale of an Aus- 
tralian Robin Hood figure, 

Arthur Streeton’s very delicate work 


` “ad FEC 


THE GERMAN 


If the high pressure is not offsel by 
suitable treatment, optical nerve cells 
die and the eye is blinded: cither slowly 
or in a matter of Jays. 1 

The slower version is particularly 
dangerous because the gradual lass of 
vision goes largely unnoticed, being 
compensated by the unimpaired vision 
of the other, healthy eye. 

About 800,000 people in the Federal 
Republic of Germany suffer fram glau- 
coma but only half of them are in treat- 
ment. 

The latest methods of diagnosis and 
treatment are of no avail if glaucoma is 
not diagnosed in time, ophthalmologists 
said in Heidelberg. 

“Sixty-three per cent of glaucoma pa” 
tients do not consult an ophthalmologist 
until a late stage when lasting damage 
has already been done," Professor 
Grewe said. 

Eye specialists advise everyone over 
40 to have their eyes tested at least ev- 
ery other year to rule out, as far as pos- 
sible, the irrevocable consequences of 
this complaint. 7 

Eye lests of the kind required can on- 
ly be carried out in an ophthalmologist's 
surgery. 

They include eye pressure measure- 
ments, tests of the optical nerves and of 
fields of vision. 

Opticians also measure eye pressure, 
but ophthalmologists say these readings 
alone are not enough to say for sure 


Meteorological stations 
all over the world 


oles i ference ' 
lied the data arranged in see-at-a-glance tables in these new refer 

O They include details of alr and water lemperature, precipitation, 

humidity, sunshine, physical stress of climate, wind conditions and frequency 
of thunderstorms. . 
These Figures camped övêr thie yehitš are Invafuable'botfi'for planning Journeys. «Î . 
A 0 ‘countries and for scientific research. 
Basic facts and figures for every country in the world form a preface to the 
tables. The emphasis is on the country's natural statistics, on climate, 
population, trade and transporl. 


The guides are handy in size and flexibly bound, indispensable for daily use in 
commerce, industry and the travel (rade. 


Four volumes are available: 


North and South America. 172 pp., DM 24.80; 
Asia/Australla, 240 pp., DM 24.80: 
Africa, 130 pp., DM 24.8 
Europe/USSR, 240 pp.. DM 24.80 


Look it up in Brockhaus 
F. A. Brockhaus, Postfach 1709; D-6200 Wiesbaden 1 
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¥ MEDICINE 


Early diagnosis essential 
to cure glaucoma 


laucoma was the main item on the 

agenda when German eye special 
ists met in Heidelberg for their first con- 
gress in September 1857. 

This September, 130 years later, they 
were still very nıuch concerned with 
glaucoma at their 85th annual confer- 
ence, again held in Heidelberg. 

“Glaucoma,” said Professor Rolf 
Grewe, president of the German Oph- 
thalmological Society, “is as dangerous 
as ever.” 9 

it is defined as high pressure inside 
the eye, sooner or later damaging the 
optical nerve and leading to loss of vi- 
sion. 

Causes can vary, ranging from a her- 
editary predisposition to changes asso- 
ciated with old age and from thickening 
of the lens or vitreous humour to ù tu- 
mour. 

In most cases, however, an imbalance 
in fluid exchange within the eye is to 
blame. 

As a rule, fresh fluid is created in the 
eye and old fluid secreted in equal mea- 
sure, Any upset can cause trouble, 

A mist before the eyes or seeing co- 
loured rings round light sources are first 
signs of glaucoma. 


A spokesman for the works counct . 


١ 
0 
mweli2%' 


Lots of greys in the blue-angel Arger 
ment. 


Christian Democrat Dieter Wei: 
Wis given û pointedly brief answer toi 
Bundestag query whether speciil au 
schemes were envisaged for Prod, 
that had ù Particularly high envir 
Ment riting, 

The blue angel, he was told, was ir 
tended to promote demand for particu 
larly euvirorment-friendly products. fi 
hil prayed effective even though it was 
Not iMardedl to products that were 

ly unbeztable on this score, such as 
hhike, 


There were other options for pre 


ducts such as these. Period. 

Yet the Ministry hits set up an inlor- 
mal Uudy HFHIJ fu consider A revamp oj 
the 10-year-old hlue angel, 

Findings hive yet to he reached, but 
as parties to the talks include industry, 
the Monopolies Conmission and con 
Mtiuns, û wide range of 
Proposals can he expected to result in 
Cventual changes. ا‎ 

tt would certainly be a great pity ifihe 
little blue angel were to lose its halo i 
the long term. Put to the right use, if ean 
i a power f 


SiN hu the cefKiranihent 


peed. Fides Kruuse- Brewer 


her Merkur/Christ und Wes 
Honan, 25 Supteniber 1987 
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n tyre-making ۰ 
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For heaven’s sake! Row develops over 


el seal of approval 


As the only carmaker in the Germi 
und been 


market lo have applied [or 

warded a blue angel, it Pruclaimed: 

“We are the only car that is environmen- 

tally friendly." The slogan was quickly 
dropped. 

Consumers ussocittions are warriul 
the hlur angel symbol Miy mislead peu- 
ple into using produvis lou carelessly, 
thereby boosting turnover rather thin 
Protecting the environment, 

They say ihe EPA launched the syn 
hal to Cneulirnge unl tccelerite alternii- 
tive developments, witich was fine. But 
if it was welconıed by manufacturers ils 
an ideal promotional Ploy, award proce- 
dures must be recbnsidered, 

Consumer associations have drawn 
up alternative criteria, such as thu the 
emblem must only be awirded if a pro- 
duct definitely doesn't eause ciMCer or 
iflect the gencs. 

It must, fler all, mean that ; 
hizard is ruled out. The 
label ought to read: “environmenl- 
Irieudlier because . . dnd not "envi- 
Tonment-friendly because . , ." 

Greater care must be ken to ensure 
‘td requirements ure met, 

A telephone dnswering service run by 
the Berlin consumer Association recent 
ly advised consumers Mot to buy and use 
blue angel products unthinkinaly, 

The angel was merely an initial guicle 
to help people to arrive at environmen- 


tally sound decisions in their consumer 
habits, 


The Bonn Environment Ministry and 
the Berlin EPA will take a dim view of 
such advice. They are determined to de- 
fend the blue angel to the hilt, 


1y health 
lesen on the 


Cancer scare i 


industry: laws toughened 


Over tyre manufacturers. Nitrosamines 
occur “virtually whenever rubher is vu 
canised," 

In the past legal provisions hare dealt 
mnerely wiih the additional] substances 
dand not with the process steam. : 

When measurements at the main 
Conlinenlal warks in Hanover proved 
the existence of nitrosamines the works 
council and accident prevention officers 
called for higher research spending to 
combat the newly-idontificd health ha 
zard, 


says subsequent measurements taken 4l 
the company’s Korbach, Hesse, works 
showed similar concentrations of c2 
cinogenic nitrosamines there too. 2 

Statutory limits have yet to be laid 
down. No-one can say how high tht 
Soncentration uf these organic com’ 
pounds, which also occur in food, must 
be to cause cancer, 

“No-one knows for sure just where 
they come from at all,” says a 
factory inspector. 


“They occur when amines used if ; 


tyre manufacture are compound’ 


with nitrous oxides in the air,” saysD 


Ursula Kliebisch of the Federal L#' 
bour Ministry. The new res1rictions 
are premature, Conti's Dr Wille saj 
They came as a surprise even to tê 
Continued on page 13 


Nitrosamines occur when natural 
rubber is processed into car tyres. Ac- 
celcrators, chemical compounds en- 
suring that the rubber is hard, heat-re- 
sistant nnd abrasion-proof, are to 
blame. 

“We have been aware of the problem 
since 1979," admits Friedrich Wille, 
works doctor at Continental, the Han- 


leaded fuel cannot he environmentally 

OK: it is merely less harmful than öne 

without a catalytic converter, 

Yet tul envirnnmentally A | pushbike 
Cn Ho more quulily far i hine angel 
1han a bucket of distemper because the 
regulations specify that products must, 
to qualify, be an environmental im- 
Provemenl on their competition. 

Cars can hardly be çaid to compete 
with bicycles — or distemper to com- 
pelte with conventional paint, 

These are but iı few reasuns Why the 
blue angel has been criticised of late, 
Md consumer assuciations and industry 
are for onte agrcedl. 

Confederation of Gernrın Industry 
(BDI) experts fecl there dre better sources 
ûl informatîon for the canstmvr, such is 
the Harentest Foudutiun's cunsumer re- 
purts, which bave lately taken environ- 
mental ratings iniû dccount, 

Stindardised Product informatian 
would alsu be handy, always assuming it 
Was required to include details of envi 
Fonmen{ial properties, 

The angel in contrast merely leas lo 
distortion of competition, industrial 
spokesmen say, Litigation in the pipe- 


line certainly seems tu bear out this 
claim. 

Al times Prontpter action docs the 
trick, such as when a Japanese carmaker 
was threatened with litigation in can- 
nection with an 


Advertising claim, 


[N samines have joined the list of 
substances on the danger list, Ni- 
Irosamines are a 8FOup of neutral com- 
Pounds characterisccl by the Brouping 
NNO, organic compounds, some of 
them carcinogenic, thut occur in tyre 
manufacture. 

A government directive has been is- 
sued which means that Protective steps 
need to be taken by firms using the sub- 
stance. Among others, that means the 
tyre industry. 

The practical upshot is that much of 
the German rubber industry wil! only be 
able 1o function in the meantime if it is 
exempled from the new regulations, 


e e Coen the Her 


systemöjfnende Koexkistenz (literally: 
coexistence which opens up systems), a 
concept which is in common use today, 

His main current concern is how 
strategic bipolarity can be maintained 
during the coming decades if at the 
same time the development of political 
structures in both parts of our divided 
continent are decoupled from this bi- 
polarity. 

He is also interested in the fate of 
the European Community: will it turn 
into a mere nation-state at a higher le- 
vel or became a promising model of in- 
terdependent management? 

In spring 1988 Ritter will be suc- 
ceeded as director of the Ebenhausen 
institute by Michael Stürmer, 

Ritter can then proudly claim to 
have established an institution which is 
respected throughout the world. 

Theo Sommer 
(Die Zeit, Hamburg, 2 October 1987) 


Continued fram pages 


He was awarded the Knight's Cross for 
this campaign. 


as du that Ritter, like 
Many in his generation, realised what 


The philosopher inside of him 
summed up this experiencê as follows: 
“You Can usè logic to decide what is 
right and wrong, but’not to decide the 
question of historical contingency." 

Klaus Ritter has not written ail that 
much himself, only a few articles which 
he admits are difficult to read, 


| Hé has brought his influence to bear 
İn a more osmotic Way by pushing open 
many an intellectual door and elabo- 
rating new concepts, 


Ritter, for example, coired the term 


blue-ang 


NS SOU brands and varieties of ر‎ 
Paint made hy Iû6 manufacturers 
carry the symbol vf a blue angel. lt is n 


seal of envirenmentnl quality. 


Jt indicates that a hrand of Paint con- 


tains less dangerenıs solvenı. The sym- 

hol is intended for a wilde variety of pro- 

ducts, yet half the ‘ingels se far awarcled 
are used by paint marufacturrers, 

The symbol iş nut Widely used for 
other products and there is û lat af der 
bate ahout its value, 

Ht can only he used by manufacturers 
whose praduets have been approved by 
an Eııvironmcnt Ministry panel nf inde- 
Pendent adjudicatars, 

The Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy ancl the Quality Control Institute 
brief the panel, So the blue angel should 
be un undisputêd seal of quality. 

Consumer associations disagree. 
They say it can't be a seal of qualily be- 
cause it usually stands only for the less- 
er evil, 

It means, for instance, that one varie- 
ty of paint contains less dangerous sol- 
Vent than another or that a spraycan 
contains no fluorochlorohydrocarbans 
that punch holes in the atmosphere's 

ozone shield. 

What it Joes not indicate is that there 
are distenıper paints that contain virtu- 

ally no chemical solvents and thai a ta- 
tally harmless deodorant stick or roller 
can be used in place of a spray. 
The situation is particularly gro- 


tesaue in motoring. A cnr Tun on un- 


Spraycans: from 
fat into fire 


TT Frankfurt magazine Oko-Tese 

Warns against using F 22 gas as a 
substitute for the fluorochlorohydro- 
carbons F 11 and F 12 that are no long- 
er to be used in SPraycans because of 
the damage they do to the Earth's ozone 
layer. 

F 22, also a fluorochlorohydrocar- 
bon, does the ozone layer Htıle damage 
but is suspected of causing cancer, 

Manufacturers Tecently agreed to vg- 
luntarily dispense with fluorochloro- 
hydrocarbons that damage the ozone 
layer as spraycan gas. 

The magazine writes that this under- 
taking looks like being the “ecological 
flop of the year” if a carcinogen is to be 
used in place of the gas that punches a 
hole in the ozone layer. 

A spokesman for the Federal Enyi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, Berlin, 
has largely confirmed the substance of 
the magazine's allegations, 

Given the destruction of the Earth's 
ozone layer the use of F 22 is “clearly 
preferable," but there are “justifiable 
grounds” for suspecting it of causing 
cancer. 

Further tests are being carried out in 
view of this uncertainty, 

Until 1985 F 22 was classified as a 
carcinogen in the MAK list of industrial 


toxins. dpa 


(Mannheimer Mntgen, 24 September 1987) 
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Bl HORIZONS 


Hardware seized in raid 
on hacker-club premises 
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جت 


sud generosity 
hat ù fault in the 3# 
system could nat, 
in exceptional cir- 
cumstunCes, be 
ruled Gul. Su the 
Chaos leam had ils § 
hiize uf publicity. 
lis declared iims 


that organisations representing child- 
ren's interests, of which there are sever- 
al, will cause (hem to lose votes. All they 
need to do is counter such lobbies by 
pointing oul that social advances have 
already been achieved — just look at the 
child allowance, malernity allowance 
and educalion supporl grants. 


WM SOCIETY 
Why, for a drum roll and a shriek, can’t 


However, people should not attempt 


to leave everything to the state. After 
all, it can only lay the foundations for a 


more friendly attitude towards children. 


Children will only be better treated if 


people take the time and make thc effort 
to think about the grievances that child- 
ren have, the arrogance with which Ihey 
are often treated, 

Every individual person has to con- 
sider also whether they wart to be a part 
of defending the West German title, 
“Low Birthrate World Champion.” 

The problenıs must be approached 
with imagination and with a naturalness 
sa that our children will follow the ex- 
ample. 

For we protect our children and show 
them how people should behave. They 
take their example from us. 

In turn, our children will have to give 
and example to their children and so on 
and so on. So the importance of wha1 we 
do canınot be overestimated, 

Gerhard Kloiz 
(Saarbrücker Zclıung, 23 Scptember 1987) 


adults give children an even break? 


sent their interests 1 make sure they ure 
nol assaulled by parents within Ihe 
anonymity of the family. 

Most parents love their children, of 
course, but many could Jemonstrate it 
more in their daily contact with them. 

Children would be able to comıplain 
more if only they were more articulate, 
But because they aren't, and because 
they don"t have a piercing shriek like 
Oskar, they will continue to stand unno- 
ticed with their mute list uf denıands for 
more atlenlion, patience and love. 

The fact is that society has become 
too materialistic. Families which can af- 
ford material things too often use their 
money badly: for example, furnishing 
children's bedroom thoughilessly and 
buying expensive and worthless toys, 

Children in such families grow used 
to having the television set as a baby- 
sitter. Too often, material things are 
used as substilules for time and affec- 
tion. 

Politicians have no immediate fears 


lf it hadn't been, if the children had 
been there with their drunıs and their 
piercing crics, they would have made a 
point against stubborn town planners 
who just refusc lo see that even the mos! 
attractive traffic-free zone or the nicesl, 
neatest, best-kept lawns are no subsli- 
tute for areas where children can-kick a 
ball around without necessarily being 
supervised all the time. 

They would also probably ask whal 
sense it made having special low-speed 
limits in residential strcets when there is 
no one around to make sure the limit is 
kept to. And they could add to that that 
there is no shortage of officers running 
round checking parking meters. 

Children would point out on the sub- 
ject of education that pressure and 
slress do nol inevitably produce in- 
creased performance. A more inevitable 
result is a rash of psychological prob- 
lems and a refusal by some children to 
learn. 

Children could hire lawyers to repre- 


Single-parent families 
on the increase 


ed couples are inexact, but it is thought 
thal 7 per cent of mothers and 25 per 


عمرژر وی وط نایر وصزب نالود سعط نواه لصد ف 


Unemployment is rife among unmar- 
ried mathers — 20 per cent. But more 
than half do have jobs, a third parl-time. 

By comparison, 65 per cent of di- 
vorced mothers arc cmployed. Fourteen 
per cent admitted giving up work he- 
cause of difficulty in finding a suitable 
place where thc children could be 
looked after. 

Many mothers are getting financial 
supporl from their fantilieg. A third of 
divorced women interviewed com- 
plained that as a result, their was family 
interference in what they felt ta be their 
private sphere, 

Frau Süssmuth wants a general im- 
provement for single parents. Specif- 
ically, having examined the study, she 
wants grealer flexibility in working 
hours and more facilities for child day 


ATE: Georg Weisenberger 


(Siultgarlor Zeitung, 12 Scplember 1987) 


TGAREÊR 


Difficult situations are, says the re- 
port, often complicated by lack of mo- 
ney and a guilly conscience, It says half 
the mothers have to make do with a net 
income of 1,400 marks a month. Na- 
tion-wide, 190,000 women ~ 11.5 per 
cent of the nation's single mothers — re- 
ceive the main part of their income from 
the Stale. Most of these nıothers are just 
as likely to be divorced women as single 
women. 


In Baden-Wiürttemberg, 45 per ceni 
of single mothers are divorced. Tlıcre 
are 150,000 unmarried and widowed 
mothers living alone in the Land and 
9,000 unmarried mothers are younger 
than 20. 


Nation-wide, there are 274,000 
single fathers, 20,400 in Baden- 
Wiürttemberg,. The figures for unmarri- 
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he number of single-parent families 

is increasing. According to Ministry 

of Family Affairs statistics, 1.76 single 

men and women are on their own bring- 
.ing up families of one child or more. 

There are 127,000 single-parent fam- 

ilies in Baden-Württemberg alone. 

Single- parent families comprised 9 per 

cent of all families in the State in 1976. 


,.._ Thishud risen to-L3_pgr.cent by_L983,. . 


“TRE Mimister, Rita Sissmiüth, says it 
is becoming increasingly difficult for 
single parents to combine family and 
job. A report just published says that a 
third of single mothers fear that their 
jobs are causing their children prob- 
lems. 

Divorced women especially, says the 
report, say their children are having 
problems with their cducation. 

Many mothers are becoming socially 
isolated because of their situation. A 
quarter of those qucstioned, both men 
and women, said they regarded their 
lives as not having been up to expect- 
ations. Many would like a 30-hour 
week. This would give theni enough 
time. to spend with their children. Jt 
would also help them to get'over the 
awkward problem of school opening 
and closing times, which are often not 
convenient for parents working normal 
working hours. 
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he ceniral character in Günter 

Grass’ novel, The Tin Drum, is a 
small boy called Oskar who does every- 
thing in his power to stop growing up. 

Many children would find his attitude 
puzzling because so many of them 
would like to be adults. But, because 
they are children, they would like to 
have power of Oskar's scream, the 
scream that could shatter windows if 
anyhocly forced him to do anything 
against his will. 

It was the sort of force needed on Un- 
ited Nations’ world children's day to 
draw allention lo its inadequacy. The 
children could have shrieked out 
against the mental and physical cruelty 
that millions of children all over the 
world have to endure. 

They could have beaten Ihe drum, just 
like Oskar, with ever more intensily, ever 
louder and ever faster to protest against 
the hunger and poverty in the world and 
its toll — each day, 40,000 children die as 
a result in the Third World. 

They would shriek against the fact 
that in West Germany, 400 children are 
die and 10,000 are seriously injured in 
traffic accidents. 

They would do a drum roll against the 
injustice of the babies who each year are 
abandoned, against the children in 


homes who have suffered psychological 
damage after bcing given away for 
adoption; or against those 300,000 each 
ycar who are sexually abused; or those 
who have been infected with Aids. 

The screams would be loud enough to 
shatter the windows of the luxury 
houses belonging to many a politician 
who has failed to take steps to do some- 
thing and provide more living space so 
that children do not become so readily 
the victims of aggression. 

Politicians keep insising that children 
are the guarantors of lhe future, but the 
children might wonder at the value of 
this observation when they see that it is 
assessèéd at a-mere 175 marks a month 
for each child under the age of seven as 
social welfare money. 

World children’s day was like the year 
of the child in 1979; it was ali something 
that existed only on paper. 
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steered survcillance network for ne 
lear power stations. 

Others dre working on a study for th 
Bonn parliamentary faction of Ik 
Greens which will suggest ways of using 
compulers in ways thil are socially tol 
erable. 

In the cise of Nasa, the club seeg it- 
self as having ù rule as a go-between be- 
tween the firm, Digital Equipment, the . 
victim institute of the hacking, and the 
hackers 

Wernery: “They wanted only 10 see 
what they could turn on. When they saw 
where they hal got tu, they began to be 
afraid.” 

The CCC has ullcied tu help get rid 
of the hug in the system. Perhaps it’s an 
offer that Nasa and Digital Equipment 
should accept. Becitse it sevms that the 
hest of the experts are the hackers, 

Thomas Ammann 
(Dewmaches ANlevmcincs Siphan 
Hamlnrp, 27 srplcmber HÎ 


According to i survey, ulmost hill ul 
Ciermans questioned sail they lil nel 
SCN ù Compuler, Aud bilî of those ho. 
no intention of Îoukipg al une, 5 

This basic luck of knowledge 
shown in the fact thu only 264 per o | 
uf a sample of 2,000 people question 
knew hit the English word “basic” w | 
longs to computer irminolopgy, 

ln addition, 72 per cent did not kno¥ 
how û compuler works and 65 per cent 
could not say whit component pars 
narmally go to make up iı coniputer, 

Schröter say's that it is important that 
ihe Marhurg centre manages wake 
the interest of as many people as pu 
ble in the new technulagy so that they 
are motivaled enough to take part In 
training courses. Hi was still an explorê” 
tory period and the centre had only 
made a start, 

There were plans lo expand. ln the 
future, there were expected to he ICV 
lar computer courses for older people... 
Schröler hopes that the example of 
centre will prompı other institutions I 
run similar courses. 

The first seminar appears to haê 
been a success for all participants. 

Dr Dagmar Müller, one of he culsê 
heads, sald everybody had learned fr" 
everybody else and had all goı plenty 
ideas about how to Jevelop < 
courses to interest older people anl 
that the maximum amount of inflam” 1 
tion could be imparted in the time 3 
able. 2 

Proof of the pudding is in the cat 1 
One participant, a former mathemal' 
teacher. wants to du another cours 
soon as possible. 

Sigrid Latka-JöhrirS 
(Rheinische Post, Dussel® 
22 Seprember 1 
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Nothing to do with us, hackers Wernery (left), Holk 
and Schrutzkl told police, 


dre t0 cCducate sys- 
tem uperitors and 
users t0 operilte Fe= 
sponsibly. Bul thal 
doesnt win them 
only friends. Klaus 
Brunnslei, ù pru- 
fessur of informat- 
ked after the 
Spirkasse case if it 
cuuk! be ruled out 
that the club had 
nol in other cases 
obtained cash by 
criminal means. Although there is no 
evidence that the club has done any- 
thing criminal, data-protection experts 
accuse it of unwittingly opening the way 
for economic criminals and industrial 
spies. 

That danger was a contributory fac- 
lor in making hacking prosecutable un- 
der a law governing economic crime. 
Getting access to, altering and deleting 
information in other people's campu- 
ters is now punishable with three years 
jail. 

The CCC now has 80 members. At 
the annual conference in Hamburg, the 
Chaus Communication Congress, al- 
tended by 400 hackers, annoying 
pruhlems such as computer viruses, 
those notorious programmes which can 
cripple computers, are discussed, 

The CCC also says it is the authority 
ûn the "alternative" ıtse of computers. 
Same memhers helong I0 a work group 
which wants to develop û coniputer- 


tex, ùl inlarınaliont service using û tele- 
vision screen) system, information 
could he acquired but the custs passecl 
al tu ûther sıthseribers, 

At the lime, Holland sail: "FHacking is 
now roıttine, [t is û creiulive, practical 
aNd irreverent wuy ol dealing with a 
complicatedl form ol technolngy.” 

In November 1984, the club won in- 
ternational attention hy demonstrating 
how a bank could be robbed electroni- 
cally using the Bildschirmtext system. 

i said that “a fault in the system" had 
enabled it Lo find out the secret code- 
word for a local Hamburg savings bank, 
the Hamburger Sparkasse, itself a Bilds- 
chirmtext subscriber, 

Uising the codèêwurd, club hackers 
gained access to the bank's data and ar- 
ranged for 135,000 marks to be trans- 
ferred to them — except thal they said 
afterwards that they didn't want the mo- 
ney. They said they had acted only to 
draw attention 10 faults in the systenı. 

Ar first. the head of the Sparkasse 
board, Benno Schölermann, expressed 
his admiration and the people responsi- 
ble for the netwurk admitted lhat there 
had hen a fault. 

But then the suspicion grew that the 
codewurd hud not been nıade known to 
the hackers through ù fault in the systenı 
hur had simply been found oul during û 
puhlic Jisplûy by the bank of the Bilds- 
chirmtext syslem. 


The affair finally came to an end in 
Janunry 1OR4 when the fêdetnl commin- 
sioner for data protectiun declitred with 


Age no bar to learning about 
computers, says institute 


have fewer prejudices about the new 
technology. 

They don't think, as the older people 
tend to do, that they cannot master it. 

Rainer Schröter works at the Mar- 
burg centre and is the seminar head. He 
says the aim is to eliminate the fears. 

Each pupil gets his or her own com- 
puter and is taken carefully through the 
mysterious workings of it. Fundamental 
terminology is explained, how the key- 
hoard operates and computer English is 
explained. 

They are taken through the steps of 
using floppy discs and storing informa- 
tion. Programming is made easier 1o 
understand, 

The secrets of lhe computer are re- 
vealed in small steps and it is learned 
how the apparatus takes notice of cer- 
tain orders. 

Schröter said al the end of the semi- 
nar that he was satisfied with what had 
been achieved. All participants had tak- 
en lhe first major hurdle in their stride 
and were happy that they had managed 
1o dispel their inhibitions and fears. 

One pensioner said: “lt is the same si- 
tuation that our parents faced when 
electricity was introduced. At first they 
were afraid but then they learned how 
to handle the new-fangled thing.” 
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Mz Germans regard computer 
technology as being something for 
younger peuple. Those over 50 don't 
feel themselves able to start learning all 
abouıt hard- and software, 

This is an opinion widely held by em- 
ployers: computers in offices are mainly 
manned hy younger people. Often, old 
er employees are kept away from the 
new technology in the belief that they 
are toa old to learn. 

A study group in Marburg is trying to 
show that this common belief is wrong. 
In Frankfurt, it is running the first com- 
puter seminar for men and women aged 
between 5Û and 73. 

Eleven are taking the first of the 
courses. All of them had previously 
made efforts to avoid the new technol- 
ogy. It had dented their confidence in 
themselves, the belief thal they could 
not handle the technology. 

Their motivation was on various 
grounds. A few were employed and 
wanted to learn the basics so it would no 
longer be a mystery; the majority, how- 
ever, were into pension age but were re- 
gretting not having any idea about il, 

One 65-year-old woman said: “After 
all, you come across computers every- 
where, in banks, travel agencies, in su- 
permarkets, a book shops and toy 
shops. It was too dumb to know less 
about what was happening than my 
grandchildren," 

«Specialists have knowr it for a long 
time: the only difference between older 
and younger people is that the younger 


Police last week swooped on several 

houses in Hamburg and reımoyred ıı 
quantity of documenls and hardware. 
The confiscated material is heing uscd 
as part of an investigation into a serics 
of “hacking” cases involving the conıpl- 
ter netwurks of two big organisations — 
the European organisation for nuclear 
research in Switzerland and the French 
branch of the electrical fira Philips. 
The houses raided were occupied by 
members of lhe Hanıburg-based Chaos 
Computer Club, which is suspected of 
being rexponsible for hacking into the 
computer network of Nasa, the Ameri- 
can space research authority. Thomas 
Anımann looks at the club, which main- 
tains that its activities are all [or the 
public good, for the Deursches Alige- 
meines Sonntagshlatt. 


Cer experts had warned that 
the huge Digital Equipment compu- 
ter sysliem used by Nasa, the American 
space research authority, had holes big 
enough to drive a juggernaut through. 

And so it seemed: a German hacker 
Iras managed to get into 20Û separate in- 
stallations in Nasa's Span (Space Phy- 
sics Annlysis Network) nelwurk. 

Nasu quickly said that ıhe hackers 
had not seen any secret data, but this 

seems a little difficult to helieve in view 
ol the military significance of space-re- 
sedıreh information. lt should seon be- 
come clear if Nasa's reaction Was too 
husty. 

As teams of experts go 10 work he- 
hind the scenes finding out exactly 
which areas the pirates got into, which 
data banks they hît and if data has been 
altered or destroyed, the identity of the 
hacker or hackers remains a mystery. 

No ont, however, was surprised when 
lwo members of the HHumhurg Chaos 
Contputer Club (CCC) stepped in with 
some comments. Wau Holland and Stef- 
fen Wernery said they suspected the of- 
Tender was based somewhere in Ham- 
burg. 

Whenever the loings-of hackers have 
hit the headlines over the past few years, 
CCC members have usually been in- 
volved. At ıhe beginning of 1984, the 
computer world was beginning to ask il- 
self the hacking phenomenon making it- 
self felt in America would become a 
problem in Germany as well. 

It was at this time that Holland, a for- 
mer student of informatics, founded 
CCC and, at the same time, {he club 
Inagazine, Datenschleuder (Data Cata- 
pault) which declared that the club was 
a “galactic association without a firm 
structure" and which outlined the club's 
aims in terms of opening up a new form 
of human rights where data could be ex- 
changed with no controls whatsoever 
between all peoples and “other intelli- 
gent forms of life," 

Ever since, these freaks. have been 
working away al their self-imposed {ask 
of lcsting computer systems for secur- 
ily. They operate with enormous self- 
confidence, stemming from an ai times 
impressive amount of specialist knowl- 
edge and they see themselves as the 
mouthpieces for the hacker movement, 

At a data-protection cxhibition in the 
autumn of 1984, Holland demonstrated 
how, using a doctored junction box con- 
nected lû a German post office Bild- 

schirmtext (the German version of video- 


